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(3) That they are in good health, and n ot
affected with any bodily complaint or
infirmity rendering them unfit to per-
form the duties of a pilot, wbich eer-
tificate, shall be tunder the hands of
a registered medical practitioner, and
shall bear date within six weeks prior
to the date of application.

3. All applications as aforesaid shall be.
made in the applicant's own handwriting.

Those are the conditions. While I have
spoken for a long time, and there are stilli
one or two points I have not touched upon,
I have nevertheless endeavoured to show
that every possible step has been and is
taien to ensure that the pilot staff at Fre-
mantle shall be the most competent it is
possible to secure for auy port. I1 think I
have shown, by means of comparisons, that
while the Harbour Trust was so fair as to
place on the Table of the House the whole
of the so-called mishaps at the Fremantle
harbour, very fewv of these are major mis-
haps, and that, compared with the total
number of ships handled, the number of
accidents has been infinitestimal. I have
endeavoured also to show that our experi-
ence is equally as good as the experience in
any other port of the Commonwealth. Al-
though I have not been able to secure
ac;tual statistics from other ports in the
toinonwalth, I make this statement in
the full belief that it is correct. I regret
that so many reflections have been cast
upon the competency of our pilots, and
that so much has been said by members who
fnve not had the full knowledge of all the
circumstances. I also regret that many
people outside, who have not been able to
secure the inftormiationi I have presented
to the House must, from the remarks that
hav'e fallen from the lips of hon. mem-
bers, have received the impression that the
position at Fremantlc is worse than it used
to be, and that it is practically unsafe for
large ships to enter that port. Ina common
with other members [ na keenly desirous
of seeing that the reputation of the port
is upheld. I am quite prepared to leave its
-reputation in the hands of the present pilot
staff at Frenmantle. I hope the second read-
ing of the Bill will be carried, and that if
hen, members desire to move amendments
they will place them on the- Notice Paper.

Question put and passed.

Hill read a second time.

House adjourned ail 10.33 p.m.
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The SPEAR1,R took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-CHIEF ELECTORAL
OFFICER, RETIREMENT.

Air. LATHAMX asked the M1inister for
Justice: 1, Is it true that the Chief Electoral
Officer of the State has resigned ? 2, It so,
from what date is the resignatien to take
effect?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
1, The Chief Electoral Officer drew attention
to the fact that he was 61 years of age and
applied for retirement under the provisions
of the Public Service Act, cund a-iked that the
matter be finalised as early as possible. 2,
The retirement hlas been dated to take effect
as from the .31st December, 1923.

MKOTION-STANDUNG ORDERS
SUSPENSION.

THE MINISTER FOR JVSTIOE (Hon.
J. C. Will1cock- Gera]ldton) [4.361 : T
Move--

That during the renmainder of the session
the Standing Orders be suspended so far as
to enliole Bills to be introduced without notice
and to be passed through their renmainilag
dtagrs on the same slay, and all messacres fromr
the 1.egislativr' Connvil to be takvu into con-
sidrantion on the slay they are received.

This is the usual motion introduced towards
the close of the session. It is expected that
the business will be concluded next week.
No new legislation of a controversial nature
will be introduced, and it will not be soughit
to take advantage of the suspension of the
Standing Orders to push through business
hurriedly. Every member will be given op-
portunities to discuss motions and deal with
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other matters brought forward, but in torder
that the business between the two Houses
may be transacted with the necessary expe.
dition to close the session by the end of nest
week, the motion is moved.

MR. LINDSAY (Toodyay) [4.371: I op-
pose the motion, because it appears to ine
that if it is cairried, T shall not have an op-
portunity to reply to certain statements made
by the Minister for Works on Wednesday '
night last. rUnfortunately I was not in the(
House qt the time, hut the statements made
previously* I had ninde well knowiniuw them
to he true. The Minister for Works slooke

with the object of proving that my sate-
ments, so far as lie was onerned, were not
true. My statementsi dealt with the Kin-
nunoppin Road Board-

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can
discuss the motion, but not any "recial mat.
ter outside it.

Mr. LINDSAY: T merely wish to protest
because I think I should have an opportunity
to reply. I have information from the Kun-
nunoppin Road Board to refute what the
Minister eaid.

The Premier: You can move a motion.

Mir. LINDSAY: I want an opportunity
to -reply to the Minister's statements, and T
have not Earl an opportunity so far. If T
cannot do it on this motion T shall endmivoir
to take other mneans.

The Minister for Justice: Youi cap move,
a1 motion.

HON SIR JAMBfS MITCHEILL (Nor-
thani) [4.39]1: T know this is the usual
motion at this period of the session, and I
accept the assurance of the MAinister, on be-
half of the Premier I take it, that an op-
portunity will be given to members to dis-
cuss the business thoroughly' and that there
will he no uindue haste if members are not
prepared to proceed with Government busi-
ness straight away.

The Minister for Juistice: You have that
assurance.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is de-
sired to close the session next week, hut if
legislation is introduced to which exception
is taken, or whichi memJbertz desire time to
consider, time should be given. There is
some private members' business on the
paper and the members responsible for it
should he given arn opportunity to move

their iiotiuiis, but not on the last day of
the session.

The Premier: As a mnatter of fact most
of those motions could have been discussed
in the last two weeks, but members were
niot prepared to proceed with them. An
oh)Iportluity hais been provided from day to,
day.

flon. Sir JAMES 'MITfCIIELL: They
were entitled to ask for an opportunity and,
if they do not wish to proceed with their
motions, the proper course is to discharge
them from the Notice Paper. There is some
important business on the Notice Paper, but
there izs nothing that cannot he dealt with
without much delay. I understand we shall
have to consider some amendments to Bills
nade by another place, and I have no objec-
tion to the suspension of the Standing
Orders so long as "'e are given time to con-
sider the business. In the past members
have always been given time. The member
for Toodyay should be given time to make
his explanation, but the suspension of the
Standing Orders will not deprive him of his
opportunity. On the understanding that
we are given time, I shall not oppose the
11otion,0without. which it is doubtful whether
PIarliiinint will lie able to rise within the
next fortnight. The passing of the motion
will not weaken any consideration that we
shall give to legcislation. I hope we shall
comiplete the business nest week, but if we
are to do so, we shall Ifave to send as
Muich work as possible to another place this
week, To that end I am prepared to assist
so long as time is given for the proper con-
sidera tion of every proposal.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [4.41]: T
rerowniise that it is nisial towards the end
of each session for the Government to ask
for the suspension of the Standing Orders,
bitt the Mrinister for Justice did not indi-
cate whether any further Bills of a con-
troversial nature wore likely to be intro-
duced.

The Minister far Justice: Yes, I told
vaii that.

Mr. THOMSON: T rezret I did not hear
the Mrinister say it.

The Premier: That is the, very point he
did make.

Ifr. THOMSON: At times it is difficult
to hear clearly, and perhaps I was not able
4o follow the Mfinister's remark% as closely
as T should have liked to do. Like the mnem-
ber for Toodyny. T1 have several matters
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with which I shoula liko to dbal. More par-
tiefilarly shodild I like to reply to 6h6 Mhi-
ister for Works, Ako aittadckd me in the
Hlouse Ille othbr evening on iny statcmdnts
regArdaig the E speraiifee railway. I made
statements that I maintain were correct,
and the Minister said I was not altogether
fair in my criticism. I do not know whether
I arf to be afforded an opportunity to prove
conclusively that the statements I made did
appear in the Press, and that I canl sub-
stantiate them by official documents as well.
If we pass this motion, Government busi-
ness will take precedence and we shall not
have an opportunity to refer to other mat-
ters.

The Minister for Jutstice: That is not so.
Ron. Sir Jimes Mitell: Let us give

notice to suspknd tht Minister for Works.
Mir. THOMSON: T should likd an op-

portunity to reply to some of his statte-
ments.

The Minister for Works interjecteil.
Mr. THOMSON: I shall be only too

pleased to give the Minister an opportunity.
Mr. Angelo: He has been punished suffi-

ciently by being nearly capsized.
The Premier: If the motion were ftdt

passed, would the hon. member have any
better opportunity? Your opportunity to
reply to the Minister is not affected by this
mnotion.

Mr. THOMISON: It scemed to ine that
this was the opportune time to discuss such
matters, Uut as you, Mr. Speaker, have iilid
the member for Toodyay out bf order, I
know you will not alloV ine to proeb on
similar lihibs. Let me say that I ha~e
looked lip the Standing Orders and bktve
been able to find "nothing to debar mec from
bringing uip those matters on this motion.
Standing Order 416 states thfit the Stand-
ing Orders majr be snspbndid on muotion
duly Inade and seconded without notice pro-
vided thAt such motion has the Concurrence
of an absolute majority of the whole of the
members of the Assembly. Standing- Order
417 provides-

Whea a motion for the sugpeasinn of the
Standing Orders appears on the Notice Paper
such motion Mnay bei etrrieit by a majority on
the voices.

I cannot see where we iare debarred from
giving cur riAsons for op~posing the snusoen-

The 'Minister for ftaihvays: This motion
does not aftet the position from the aspect

you raise. You will st-ill have your right
with regard to notice of ilmotion.

Mr. THOMSON: In vieW of the Min-
ister's statement that Parliament will prob-
ably close, ei 4eet, thiere *ill hiot be too
much opportunity of ventilating certain
matters,

TA6 Fiemuier: If this motion were not ca~r-
ried, what better opportunity would you
h ave I

M12r. THOMSON: Business would then
take as Utsual course.

Hd.G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
(4.47] : This is not anl unusual motion. In
tact, a )notion of the s~ame kind has eoiiie
down during every session of Parliament
since I. have been at member of the House,
and sdmo nctimes at niti earlier stage. The carry-
ing of the motion wilt not affect either the
dicmhbet for lttdtnning (Mr. Thomson) or the
member for Toodyny (Mr. Lindsay). It will
merely do away with the formality of wait-
ing until the iiexb day after giving notice,
mnd will enable us to give consideration to
messages from another place straight away.
The ordinary bdisiness of the House will not
be affeetMd one iota. T am glad the Premier
sid thht the mlember for Toodysy, who is
apparently smarting under what he considers
unfair criticism from the Minister for
Works, will have an opportunity ot discus-
Sing the Matter. However, that Opportunity
will only ar'isb if the' Premnier gives the hon.
member's notice of motion a prominent pos-
ition on the Notice Paper.

Thme Premier: I could placd it *ell down,
quite apart from this motion.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I take it the Premier
will give the hon. member ain opportunity
of moving the motion if hie gives notice of
it. T do not oppose the suspension of the
Standing Orders.

Question puit and passed.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Mr. Pan ton, leave of ab-

sence for two weeks igranted to Miss Holman
(Fof-rest) on the ground of ill-health.

ErLL,-WORkflS, HrOiMS A6T
AktNtMEkT&.

RetuAb from the Council with an tiinend-
ment.
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JILS (2-THIRD READING.
1, Road Districts Act Amendment.

2. Roads Closure (No. 2).
Transmitted to the Oounil

BILL-TEXAS COMPANY (AUSTRAL-
ASIA) LMIlTED (PRIVATE).

Select Commit tee's Report.

MR, LUTDY (Brown Hill-Ivanhoe)
[4.51]: Under Standing Order 53 relating
to private Bills, I have to report that this
Bill contains the several provisions required
by the Standing Order.

MR. ROWE (North-East Fremantle)
[4-521: I move-

That the select committee's report be
adopted.

Question put and passed.

Second Reading.

MR. ROWE [4.53]: I move--
That in view of the lateness of the session,and in accordance with No. 52 of the Stand-

ing Orders referr.,ng to private Bifs, the
second reading 'be proceeded with forthwith.

Question put and passed.

MR. ROWE [4.54]: I move--

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; Mr. Rowe in
charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 13--agreed to.

Clauses 14-Payment in lieu of rate;, etc.:

Hon. SIR JAMES MITCHELL:- The
clause provides for an annual payment of
£35 in lieu of rates. Is that quite satisfac-
tory?

Mr. ROWE: Yes. The municipality have
agreed to that payment.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 15, 16-agreed to.

Clause 17-Voidance of Act on default
of commencement of wvorks:

Hon. G, TAYLOR:- This clause Keems, to
give a long time before the starting of work
-the 1st January, 1931.

IRon. Sir James Mitchell:- That is the
date before which work must be started.

Clause put and passed.

Preamble, Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Council.

BILL-WATER BOARDS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Co uned's Message.

Message fronm the Council notifying that
it insisted upon two amendments made to
the Bill, now considered.

In committee.

Air. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Agricultural Water Supplies in charge of
the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: I move-

That tlie Council '4 amendments be further
dlisagreed to.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister would be well advised to give con-
sideration to the two amendments upon
which the Council insist; otherwise he may
lose the Bill.

The Minister for Justiae: But we can
ask for a conference and report to the
House!I

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The-.
Opposition endeavoured to induce the 'Min-
ister to accept one of the amendmentts, anti
I think the Minister would be well advised
to accept the same amendment that has
been insisted upon by the Council.

Mr. 91ceman: But that does not make it
right 1

Mr. Thomson:- But we know what the
country districts require.

The Minister for Mines: And the Minks-
ter does not?

Mr. Thomson:- I do not know that he does.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL-. It is a

question of what is fair and just. That
was what influenced us in asking the Minis-
ter to accept the amendment in this House.
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Although the Minister has power to carry
his motion, he would be wise to accept the
Council's amendment.

IHon. G. TAYLOR: I am afraid we are
drifting into at system of legislating by
mneans of conferences. I am not prepared
to assist the Minister in a request for a
eonference. It nlfortizately our managers,
in the past, have completely altered the
principle of Bills referred to conferences
with managers from another place. I shall
not mention the particular Bill I have in
mind, but I contend that that is wrong.
When a Bill goes to at conference, it should
he discussed in a spirit of compromise.

Mr. Panton: They do not always do that
sort of thing in the Council.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : I do not know that
that is so,.

Mr. Panton: I do. I have been on several
conferences.

Hon. G. TAYLOR; I had one experi-
ence, and a spirit of compromise prevailed,
althoug-h it took a lot of work to get the
managers from the Council to accept our-
point of view.

The Minister for Mines: What do you
suggest we should do? Accept the Council's
amendments or drop the Bill?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: If the Government
consi(]er the principle of sufficient import-
ance, as embodying part of their policy,
they should lay the Bill aside, and let tlji
('nncil accep~t the responsibility for the
non-passage of the Bill.

Mr. TT[OMSON: I think the M1inister
should have given some consideration to the
Council's amendments and explained to us
his reasons for further disagreeing to
them. Instead of doing that, he simply sat
down after moving his motion.

The Minister for Agricultural Water
Supplies: I have already given my reasons
on several occasions.

Mr. THOMSON: We should view these
matters in a spirit of compromise, and I
regret the Minister has not seen fit to ex-
plain the attitude he adopts. While wve and
the members of the Legislative Council are
supposed to have control of legislation, we
are not permitted to amend Bills at all.
Tn my opinion, the amendments are reason-
able. When the Bill was before us we ques -
tioned the practicability of the retrospective
clause, for some of us have had experiences
of water supplies having been provided in
districts, and although rates have had to

be paid year after year, no water has been
supplied. Such a provision as that su-
gested by the Council might help consider-
ably in determining what aire "reaswwale
requirements," and it might help to pie-
vent the Government from extending activi-
ties into districts where there was a danger
of reasonable supplies not being provided
in catchment areas. The Minister should
give reasons for asking the Committee
to disagree with the Council's amend-
mnent. Some of uts here tried to have
this very clause inserted in the Bill.
The Minister then said the practice in the
past had been to levy on the whole district,
including those people who bad their private
wvater supplies. But this is not dealing with
a reticulation scheme; it is dealing with a
standpipe scheme. One may be three miles
away from the scheme, and may have spent
a great deal of money in providing his own
supply. Yet the Minister says it does not
matter, that if such a man is within three
miles of a standpipe he must pay. I do not
regard that as reasonable, and I hope the
Minister will accept the Council's amend
ment.

The Minister for Railways: It is a great
safeguard to have that provision.

Mr. THOMSON: It may be a safeguard,
but it is not of much advantage to those
who know what it is to be without water.

The Minister for Railways: You are not
rated.

Mr. THOMSON: But it is quite possible
that we shall he rated if a supply is put in,
even if put in without our request. It may
be dlone to assist the Railway Department,
and still all those in the district would have
to pay. I hope the Minister will be reason-
able towards this amendment.

Quetion put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes .. .. .16

Noes . .. .. 15

Majority for ~.1

Am.n

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Corboy
Coverley
cowran
Cunningbanm
Kennedy
L~amond
Manbaii
Mecallun,

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mfr.

Mllington
Munate
Rowe
Sleetnun
A. Wanabrough
Willnick
Withers
Panton

(Yeller.)
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Angelo
Brown
Davy
Done)'
Griffthe
Latbam
James Mitchell
Richardson

p
AYES.

Miss Heiman
Mr. Wilson

NIOES

'AIRS

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Sir
Mr.

Question thus lpased ; the Council's
amendments further disagreed to.

Resolution reported, and the report
adopted.

Bequest for Con ference.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTUJRAL
WATER SUPPLIES: I move--

That a confereiuev he requested with the
Legislattive Council on its amendments to the
Water Boards9 Act Amendment Bill, and that
at such eonference the nanAgers to represent
the ]LegisIiarie Assembly shall be Mr. Willeock,
Mbr. Lindsay and the mover.

Mr, TAYLOR: I am going to opposo the
motion for the reason that we are adopting
the method of conference to pass almost all
our legislation. It is absolutely a negation
of parliamentary institutions that questions
in dispute should be discussed in camera in
a dark room. Nobody outside of that room
knows what happens in there, or what has
influenced the decisions of the conference.
Parliament should discuss all matters in the
open light of day. By no stretch of iumagina-
tion can one say that conferences are carry-
ing out the true principles of parliamentary
institutions. Managers at conferences are
there for an endurance test. We have had
conferences sitting for as long as 26 hours.
Is that how our parliamentary institution
ought to be conducted? It is a direct nega-
tion of the true principles of Parliament.
When three managers from this place meet
three managers from another place it be-
comes an endurance test, and nobody outside
the conference knows what argum ents are
there used. The House is not apprised of
those arguiments, because our mianagers are
not permitted to give them to us. It is
,nothing short of a scandal. I will protest
on every, occasion that a conference is pro-
Posed, unlessq T think there is amnle justifl.
cation for it. There is no justification at all
for a conference on this Bill I am not pre-

Mr. Sampson
Mr, J. EL Smith
Air, Stubbs
Mr. Taylor
Mr, Thomson
Mr. 0.?P. Weopsbrough
Mr. North

(Teller.)

NOR@

M r, J. M. Smith
Mr. Barnard

Pared to whittle away the privileges of Par-
liawent and leave three managers fromi this
place and three from another place to de-
cide legislation that will affect a large sec-
tion of the community. It is an improper
thing and politically unmoral.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Council.

BILL-HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the M1inister for
H-ealth in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 5-agreed to.

Clause 6-4Isertion of new section after
Section 20:

Mir. TH-OMSON: This deals with the ap-
lpointmenit of local sanitary boards. The
clause really carries into effect the present
Act.

The Minister for Health: No.
Mr. THOMSON: What provision is being

made with regard to the sanitary depot at
Mt. Lawley? The proximity of such a place
must depreciate the value of the surrounding
property. I hope the Minister has taken
care to protect the ratepayers. What redress
would a house owner have if a new sanitary
site were started close to his dwelling?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
sanitary site is now under consideration.
The clause does not alter the powers of the
department, but merely facilitates the hand-
ling of sanitary business in small areas. It
is essential that every community should
have some form of sanitary conveniences.
but under the Act the-y can only get these by
the appointment of a local hoard of health
wi4th the accompanying secretary and medi-
cal offeer. The clause provides for the es-
tablishment of sanitary boards to conduct
only sanitary operations under the direction
nf the department. This will decentralise the
administration of the Health Department.

H~on. 0T. TAYLOR: These powers are very
necessary. I presume if a progres; oss;ocia-
tion were in existence it would carry out the
duties of the sainitary hoard.

The Minister for Health: it could do so.
A local health hoard would bare to impose
a health rate, wherea$ the sanitary hoard
would only levy a sanitary rate.

Hon. Gl. TAYLOR: The provision is a
wise one.
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Clause put and passed.

Clause 7-Amendment of Section 25:

Mrx. SAMPSON : What justification i-
there for the inclusion of this hither peculiar
clauseI

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
Act is peculiar, but the clause is simplicit
itself. If a health board in tbe interests of
the co,'mmunity is inzstructed by the Commis-
sionier ,f Puilir H-ealth to do certain thing-s
and it refuse,. to do them, it ought to be held
liable.

Mr. Thiomson,: \ou have the necessary
power under the Act.

The IIINISTER FOR HEALTH: And it
takes Y'even months to do anything. The
Act is ridiculous. This provides a simple
method of getting to the point and giving
us what was intended by the Act.

Mr. Thomson: Why was it necessary to
embody these provisions in the Bill?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: We
want to he in a position to take immediate
action.

Mr. Thomson: What kind of thing might
he ordered to be done?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Per-
haps the ban. member will give reasons why
the clause should not be inserted. Tts in-
elusion in the Bill is necessary in the inter-
ests of the administration of the Act.

Mr. THOM'%SON: Section 25 of the Act
means that a local authority may direct the
health inspector to make such recommenda-
tieins as are necessary to put into order the
sanitary conveniences of the district. If the
local authority' considers that the inspector
was undulyv severe in his actions or his re-
commendations, would be, under this clause,
bep able to stand out against the local author-
itv and override it? I would like to know
thec departmental reasons for the inclusion
of the amendment.

The MINIlSTER FOR HEALTH: It has
happened that a local authority's secretary
has never been instructed or has been disin-
dined to make an inspection, or keep a dis-
trict in snvthina, like- a state of sanitation.
We have fire or six departmental inspectors
visiting country districts and if a place is
found to lie in an insanitary state due notice
is given to the local body that there must
be a cleaninr tip. Invariably the promise
is made that this will be done, but after the
lapse of some weeks a letter reaches the de-
partment to the effect that the insanitary

condition stil prevails. The inspector re-
turns to the locality and fiuding what was re-
ported, to be correct, he takiis certain action
nder the Health Act, it is reasonable that
where people agree to accept responsibility
under the local Health Act, it should he
their duty to sec- that the (leaning up pro-
cess Lakes place as quickly as possible. The
clause in question will make the local bodice
realise their responsibility.

Mr. SAMPSON: The dause sets out that
"if any, local authority shall refuse." A
local authority may refuse in all good faith.
The clause seems to me to be drastic and
it does not appear to be the right attitude
to take up that those who constitute a health
board shall, in circumstances that may arise,
be guilty of an offence. They may he act-
ing in all good faith when they) refuse. This
is a new principle and is not calculated to
encourage in to undertake work on local
boards.

The Minister for Health: When a quai-
fled man tells a local body what is required,
why should that local body refuse to carry
('lit the instructional

Mr. SAMPSON: The provision is drastic,
all the same and savours of a schoolmaster
attitude towards local authorities and will
certainly not lead to the best results.

Mr. NORTH: I support the clause. There
has heen far too much defying of Govern-
ment in matters of health. During the last
few years there have heen many instances
where. the Commissioner of Health on at-
tempting to do what was right by' the com-
munity was openly defied by local authori-
ties. I have seen the same attitude adopted
towards departmental inspectors. There has
always been the feeling that the local au-
thorities knew best.

Mr. Thomson: That attitude may have
been the cause of the expense.

Mr. NORTH: But in such instances where
on the one hand we have an authority like
the Commissioner of Health, his instructions
ought to he carried out to the letter. Any
clause designed to give greater effect to that
principle and which will over-dide local feel-
ing will receive my support.

The Minister for Health: Where it is
thought costs have been excessive, there is
the right of appeal.

Mr. NORTH: The question of "o~q in
matters of health should not over-ride a it-it
principle. Why should the arroranen of a
local authority be considored before the ex-
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pert knowledge of the bead of the depart
meat?

Ron. G. TAYLOR: The member for Swan
surely does not wish to pit the knowledge of
a member of a local board of health who of
course is a layman, against that of the Com-
missioner of Health. I take it that the clause
will not be put into force except by the au-
thority of the Commissioner of Health. He
will see that the local bodies are notified that
they must carry out any work that is in thle
interests of the health of thle community
Then if they refuse to do so the proposed
new section will apply, and rightly so. Not-
withstanding the long experience the member
for Swan has had of local bodies, T am afrai
'he still has something to learn.

Mr. THOMSON: This clause brines in
'what may be termied an innovation. We find
under Section 4 of the principal Act that
where a local authority has made default in
enforcing or carrying ont or complying with
the provisions of the Act, thle Commissioner
may compel the local authoity to carry out
the order, and if it should not be obeyed its
performance may be enforced by writ of
mnandamus, etc. Thus in the parent Act the
Commissioner has ample power to deal with
at local authority and enforce any order made
by the inspector. The clause will place the
responsibility on individual members at' the
health hoard.

The Minister for Hepalth: Tf they wilfully
refuse.

Mr. THOMSON: They mar have sound
reasons for wilfully refusing. The burden
Of giving efl!ect to thle Order may be too
great.

Hon, G. Taylor: It could not be too great
a burden in a matter of health.

Mr. THOM1SON: But, it might inflict un-
due hiardship. On the question of costs, an
aggrieved (-person has the right of appeal
under Section 35, hut under this provision
there is no right of appeal. The parent Act
cont~ains sufficent power. To make such
refusal 01. neglect an offence against an in-
dividual member of a hoard is too drastic.

The 'Minister for Health: Only if he wil-
fully refuses.

M-.* THOMHSON: I admit it ir. dlifficult to
prove wilful negligence.

The Minister for Health: Suppose a ma-
joritv passed a resolution refusing to carry
out ntn order, they ought to he liable.

Mr, THOMSON: Why render them liable
to a penalty if they honestly believe that the

ordler sought to be imposed is uajust'l The
clause should be postponed pending consul-
tation with the Crown Law Department on
the question of providing for an appeal.

Mr. MANN: The clause provides that if
any local authority "shall refuse or wilfully
neglect" to carry out any provision. We
~should stipulate wilful refusal. A wilful
act is something done wvith a direct intention
to do wrong. A board might adjourn a
proposal for further consideration hut that
would not constitute wilful refusal.

The Minister for Health: It would nor
be refusal at all.

Mr. MANN: It would, because they would
he refusing to give effect to the order for the
time being. Officials may not apply to the
administration of the measure the common

snethat the Minister himself would bring
to bear. The insertion of "wilfully" before
"refuse would afford some safeguard.

The MITNISTER FOR HEALTH: T do
not agree that the refusal should be wilful.
Good reasons may be given for the, non-
observance of an order that would not coeru
within the category of wilful refusal. If
the members refuse, that is all that is re-
quired. No local health authority should
have the right to -refuse to carry out an
order made by the Commissioner of Health.

Mr. MANN: An officer of the central
board may not be in touch with local affairs
in a country district, but the local board
might realise that the order could not ripply
to that district. Yet the members of the
hoard would he liable to conviction, and there
would be no appeal. Ever 'vthinz depends
upon the refusal being -wilful.

Hon. G. Taylor: Do not you think it
rixt to Punish for wilful neglectl

Mr, MANN: Ye%, and also if therv wilfullyv
refuse, hut the refusal should be 'Will.

Hon. 0. Taylor: The members of a board
might refuse to do something by wilful
ne~leot.

Mr. MANN: But wilful refusal differs.
eAtly from mere refusal.
Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Tt is a rone-

principal, anyhow.
The Minister fat' Health: If the Conumis-

-sioner should not have the say in health
matters, who should?

,Silin o .swqpendM 'from 6.15 to 7.30.

Mr. SAM'%TPSON: I appreciate the diffi-
rultv which faces the Minister and the
department, and I also appreciate the
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efforts muade to overcome that difficulty.
Tile method adopted, however, is not in my
opinion right. It might just as reasonably
be argued that inembers of Parliament
should have a charge levelled at them when
something considered to, be necessary is not
done by them- The clause proposes a new
principle. Nothing of the kind is contained
in legislation relating to municipalities and
road boards. The clause is autocratic, and
savours of the big stick. The Minister
might be good enough to withhold the sub-
mission of the clause and give further con-
sideration to achieving the desired end with-
out the use of intimidating methods. Under
Section 211 of the Act every person who in
any way, directly or indirectly, does cer-
tain things-and this would include main-
bem of health boards-ommits an offence
and is liable to a penalty not exceeding £C50,
and in the case of a continuing offence to
a penalty of £5 per day.

The Mfinister for Health: That is for
committing an offence.

Mr. SAMPSON: It might be argued that
in refusing or wilfully neglecting to do a1
certain thing, obstruction of the Conmnis-
sioner is committed, and hence there would
be an offence under that section,.

Mr. J. 11. SMITH: The clause is too
drastic. The Minister has always shown
himself sympathetic, but this proposal
amounts to intimidation. Moreover, there
is no line of demarcation drawn between the
metropolitan area and country districts, and
the clause will create many hardships in)
the covntry. For instance, milk cannot hr
sold without a license and without taking
certain precautions. Some purveyors of
meat in country districts charge fabulous
prices. A farmer with a fat sheep or twn
to sell finds that the local butcher cuts him
down to the lowest point. Such a farmer
might decide to kill a sheep or two anti
earry the meat round the town, which he
does in a clean and healthy manner. Fn
such circumstances the butcher can cause
the fanner to be penalised. Many local
authorit-es are now assisting the 'Minister
and the Commissioner to carry out their
duties.

The Minister for Health: Hear, bear!I
Mr. J. H. SMITH: The local inspectors

do their job thoroughly. Through Bridge-
town pins a brook which becomes stag-nant
in winter, being smothered with black-
berries. Tots of the blackberries are on

private land, but there are also lots of them
on reserves and on the railway which runs
through the town. Are private persons to
be p~enalised while blackberries grow us.
checked on the reserves and along the rail-
way line? The Commissioner of Public
Health already has wide powers, and con-
trols local health authorities. The Minister
should define where the measure is to apply
--say, in thickly populated centres. I op-
pose the clause.

Clause put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
N oes

20
14

.. 6M.Sajority for

Arms.
Mr. Cheasoo
Mr. Corboy
M r. Coverley
Mr. Cowan
Mr. Cunningham
Mr. Kennedy
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Lamond
Mr. Marsh .31
Mr. McCallum
Mr. Millington

Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Miunsle
North
Rowe
Siseman
Taylor
A. Wanabraugli
WieA
Withers
Panton

(Teller.)

NlOEa.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mir.
Sir
Mr.

Angelo
Brown
flosey
Latham
Lin dsy
Man
James Mitchel'
Sampson

Aria.
Miss Hlman
Mr. Willeock

Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Thomson
Mr. C. P. Wan sbrough
Mr. Davy

(Ta lat.)

PARS.
Nais.

Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Barnard

Clause thus passed.

Clause 8-Insertion of new section after
Section 20; Appointment Of inspector for
group of health districts:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Unless
districts agree to the group system, I pre,-
sume they will not pay any part of the
inspector's salary.

The Mfinister for Health: If there was
a district without a group, the department
ought to have power to compel inspection
by a group inspector.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Is it
intended to compel districts to form them-
selves into health groups? It is good that
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districts should be grouped. In such a
case Lhb dePartment will pay ht~If the
sahtry of the 'mtpeeor, arid that is righ't
too.

Til% MinisterZ for Health: This provision
will do away Itiih the necessity for full-
time depkrtmental inspectors making.
periddicl Visits.

Hii. 8it JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister takes bower to make the app)oint-
ment without consultation tOith the local
authorities, who are to pay one-half the
salary. That seems to me wrong.

The Minister for Health: Would you
suggest thit if thdre were 10 local authori-
ties codcerned, it Wvould be neces~ahry to se-
cure the unanimous consent of these auth-
orities before we could make an appoint-
ment!

H-on. Sir ,JAMES MITCHELL: Not
necessarily, but it is fair that those who
pay shall have something to say in cal-
ling the tune. The Minister will make his
own appd.ihtimerit at the expenle,; to Lilt ex-
tbnt Uf to pei cent. of the lochl authorities.

The Minister for Health: Even so, it will
not cost them as much as it dobs: now.

lifon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In the
bigger centres such as Northam, there would
be a full-time inspector.

The M-1inister for Health: A centre like
Northatu would probably stand oa its own.

B-on. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But the
Minister itikht determine that York and
Northain must he grouped as one health
di~trict, and he might appoint an idispeetor.

The Minister for Health: I suppose the
clause would give the Minister that power,
hjut that would not he done.

lon. Sif JAMES MITCHELL: I realise
it wonid be difficult to consult all the local
authorities, but some effort should be mhade
to consult them when ain appointment is be-
ing made. Does this mean the creation of
more staffs at various country centres?

The Minister for Health: No. There will
be fcwi~r health in~peitorn, tut more efrc-
tive inspection.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Wht I
agree with the principles embodied in the
clause, I think it would bb6 bette~r if pro-
tOisiofi iaLA made in that the local aidhorities
would b6 iisnlted, but I do hot tqnitel she
how the clause could Tie drniwd in that
directich.

Mr. THOMSON: t do not like' the word-
ifl bf Subelfiuse 1, whierein it sezts out that

the Ministbr may make these appointments
'whenever he- shall think ht." The Gov-

ernment's proposal irepresents A decided
improveiiient upon the presiaht system. As
an old fond board member, I realise ho*
the visit of an independent health Authority,
from outside the district, is nppteciated. I
think the anbtlause would be improved if
the word "fit'' were alteted to "h'ecegsary."1

Th6 Minister for Health: I have noj oh-
jectiois to that; it meanms the same thilig.

Mr. THOMSON: Then I inog ahi amdhd-
ment-

That in liue 2 ol S;ubdltu~e 1. ''lit'' be
tdck out dt 'n';& i'y' gerted l in

Amendment put and passed.

Mir, J. H. SMiITH': I thuilk thd Minister
has lost sight of one poilit. At one tim&,
th~re wait health bbairds as tell as rod
boalrdi, but to-diy tbey hre ebmbiised.

The Minister for' H4&th: Not 110ays.
For instance, the Perth Rolid Boa: d %~ not
a health board.

Ali. J. HI. SMITH: There Are isdlated in-
slaheces where it is not so. The Minister'fs
proposal to group districts is a kood one(,
hut I suggest that the Minister might con-
sider the advisability of the inspectors to
be appointed being paid by the State alone.
Many of the local hoards of health ha##e
small revennes. Could not the Minister
waive the clause and pay the whole of the
expense?

The Minister for Hiealth: Nd, I could
not agree to that.

Mr. J. 1-. SMITH: I will not oppoge the
clause, because I realise it represents a step
in the right direction.

The MINISTERI FOR HEALTH: I have
always been of the o~iniou that health in-
spectdis should he controlled by the Health
Depaitmext. It is jiot tight for a Ui6911
local ihthority to Appoi~t a health ibs te-
tor who will be wholly under their jhris-
d ictit%, bdenuke ih mat iitances that in-
spbctoi ivill be working for people whosep
piremises he will have to inspect. The best
results cannot be obtaifted n-aler that sys-
tern. As for the cxpens6 iiivolved in the
group system, I am satisfied that it Whi not
cost as much as ihe pr ent System, and it
will probably be AheapWr_ lUdei Se~tion
211 of the Health Act, sve have power to
group upwards of three local health auth-
oritics in the metropolitan ai~ea. The health
inspector a~ttends rneetingi of the health an-
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thunities in his, group and colcts their
quota of his salary from them. That could
ijot be ddne under the Bill where one health
inspector might be in charge of a group
c-ontaining a much larger number of dis-
tricts. It could not be expected that the
official would attend all, meetings of
health authorities throughout his district
and collect his quota from them. Under the
Bill, the various health boards will pky their
quota to the department.

Mr. Latham: Will the local health abth-
critics; prosecute on the recommendation of
tihh health inspector?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
inspjietor tWill do the prosecuting, but he
*~ffl prtib4by cdttfdr tith l66af dithioiftids.

Mr. Latham: tu[ *ho Will actually take
action f

The AtNiISTER, FORh HEALTH: Either
th inspector or the lo'cal tioard of hbalth,
on the advice ot the in~peetor.

Mr. J. H. SMfIITH: In the event of any
water hoics or pools becoming polluted by
dead careases, would the local authorities
hare power to act without. first going to
the inspector V

The MNinister for Health:- Yes;.
Mr. J. H. SMITH: Then thc people

wfluld hilerely repott to the local authority,
and the local authokity could act.

The M1inistder for Health: That is so.
',%r. L.ATI4AAM: Most of the ol)j~Ction to

this will cdmc fr6iii road8 boa02rr. A muni-
cipality that has a fully qualified health in-
spector appointed wider the Health Act will
be loth to abandon that position. I am won-
dering whether it is likely that the inspector
of, say. the York Municipal Council would
be appointed inspector for the whole group.
If so, probably a goodI deal (if the objection
now raised would be overcome.

The Minister for Health: The only thing
is, he could not be town clerk at the same
time.

Mr. LATHAMI: To-day lie is town Olerk
and health inspector too. Then, of course..
if you are going to take away his salary,
probably he ill find difficulty in making it
up in other directions. The employment lie
gets besides his municipal work helps himn
to make up his salary. Still. I do not 'up-
pose it is any usi ratising objections.

Clause, ai Amended, put anrd passed.

Clauses 9 and 10-agreed to.
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Clause 11-Insertion of new section after
Section 59:

.1r. SAMP11SON: It is provided that the
disthfiee over which one may be compelled to
conniect up ;ith a sewer is 300 feet. I aa
afraid that is too great at distance. Under
the elkuse it may ea-ly he considerably more
than .300 feet to the atetna! house, for the
distance is Jnedsgured from the sewer to the
nearest point of the block. Consequeutil, a
hardship might easily be imposed on the
owner of the property in the excessive cost
entailed in connecting tip. I think the Min-
ister should agree to the deletion of "3800
feet" and the insertion of "150 feet."F

The -31 IN] STER FORt HEALT11: I can-
not agree to that. This clause is exactly
the same as the provision in the Sewerage
and Drainage Act, relating to the metro-
politan area. I do not think that has
worked any great hardship, nor do I fear
any hardship under this.

Mr, Davy: Is niot a connection to a sewer
a more expensive thing than a connection
under Section 591 Of course 300 feet is
provided in th4 Heklth Act.

The MINISTER? FOR HEALTH: And
so, too, in the Sewerage and Drainage Act.
In country (listriets it may mean a little
more expense than in the metropolitan area,
but only by ireas;on of the extra cost of
freightfing the material over a longer dis-
tance. To-da ,y there is power to compel one
to -sewer uip to a distance of 300 feet. Where
the local authority has the right to instal a
sewer, they oughit to have the right to compel

evyoywithin 310A feet to connect up.

Cldntse put aind passed.

Clauses 12 and i$aedto.

Clause 14-Amendment of Sectioni S3:

Mfr. T11OMNSON: 1 should like to know
from the M.Ninister what it is that makes this
necessary. Thi 4Hi gnal Act provides that
no person shall undertake any work neees-
sitatingz the employment Of workmen with-
out first providingr sanitariy convenilences
for the uec of such workmen. The clause
pi-ovideq that any suich person sha'll, if re-
qoired bly the local authority, collect and
dispose of the nightsoil and rubbish withiu
the land occupied or controlled by him. WMy
should thant provision be necessary when
you have in the Act provision for the in-
stallinr of sanitary conveniencest To Mie
the claiisp seems quite unnecessary.
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: There
is every necessity for the proposed new see-
tion in tlie Act. At present it is compul-
sory that the owner shall provide sanitary
conveniences for the use of the workmen.
All ,that the clause provides is for the col-
lection and disposal of the nightsoil and
rubbish within the land occupied or con-
trolled by the employer. At present it is
quite possible for the employer to provide
sanitary conveniences that are utterly un-
suitable. We want proper conveniences to
he supplied, and the disposal of the night-
soil properly attended to.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 15-Amaendment of Section 86 arid

repeal of Section 87:

Mr. THOMSON: This provides that
charges under tis section may be levied in
respect of premises whether those premises
are rateable or not. Is that necessary?

The Minister for Health: Yes;, it is very
necessary-

Mr. THOMSON: It seems possible under
Subelause 5 that some central country dis-
trict may be charging a sanitary rate of 6d.
and be inclined to charge a 9d. rate for the
outer portion of its area.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I have
no desire to penialise people. I may per-
haps be able to iinustrate the position by re-
ferring to Southern Cross. While it is
possible to run a system for Southern Cross
at a certain rate, the same rate should be
exceeded in the conduct of the arrangements
at Bullfinch, which comes under Southern
Cross. Under the Act, the local authority
is obliged to charge a flat rate, but under
this clause the rate may be varied to suit
the circumstances.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 16 to 18-agreed to.

Clause 19-Aimendment of Section 118:

Mr. SAMPSON: I move an amendment-

That after the words "provided that"l in
line 1 of the proviso, the words "with the
consent of the Commissioner'' bie ingerted.

It is altogether too drastic to allow a local
authority to compel a honse-owner to remove
his dwelling withont being given any oppor-
tunity to renovate it. Legislation of this
kind might easily impose preat hardship
upon many people.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: On the
contrary, the amendment itself would create
hardship. When a home is condemned as
being unfit for human habitation, the sugges-
tion for improvement comes from the local
authority. The owner then has the right of
appeal to the local court. If the amendment
were carried, the Commissioner would have
the final say.

Mr. THOMSON: The clause might inflict
great hardship upon people. I know of a
workman who has been given six months in
which to vacate his house, failing which he
has to suffer a penalty at the rate of 40s.
a day.

The Minister for Health: This power will
he used only in 'the case of a building that
is unfit for human habitation.

MAr. THOMSON: The expenditure of a
little money might rectify the whole trouble.
Section 55 to which this clause relates does
not nearly cover the situation. It gives the
local authority power to direct the owner as
to the manner in which a building may be
made habitable.

The Minister for Health :In many in-
stances that is impossible.

Mir. THOMSON: Now it is proposed to
remove any chance the owner may have of
effecting alterations.

The Minister for Health : If the local
authorities ask for renovations, they must
be responsible for stating what is required.

Mr. THOMSON: They should prove that
they have the qualifications to enable them
to condemn a lproperty, by sugL~sting what
alterations arc necessary. -If the responsi-
bility is thrown upon the owner to prove
that the house is habitable, he will suffer a
hardship.

The Minister for Health . How is the
house to be repaired7

Mrv. THOMSON: The proviso will give
the local authorities power to declare that
a house is not habitable, and must be pulled
down. There is no appeal against that
decision.

The CHAIRMAN: The question before
the Chair is the amendment moved by the
member for Swan.

Mr. SAMPSON: At an earlier stage the
Minister showed a disinclination to believe
in members of the Health Board.

The Minister for Health: Never once.
Mr. SAMPSON: By implication.
The Minister for Health: No,
Mr. SAIVPSON:- There is in the clause a

possibility of a charge being made against
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members of the -Health Board because some-
thing might not be done and a home is to be
condemned by a local authority without any
rigyht Of appeal.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Where
a health authority condemns a house as being
unfit for human habitation, he should not
be too much concerned about the individual
who wants the house to remain as it stands.

7%r. Thomson: It may be all he has.
Mr. Latham: Old age pensioners may be

living in such places.

The MLNISTER FOR HEALTH: Does
the hon. member know of one of those houses
that has been condemned? How is the com-
missioner to give a decision about a house
300 or 400 miles away tbat has been con-
demned by a local authority? If the amend-
ment is carried, the commissioner will be
obliged to see the house for himself or send
someone there to inspect it.

Mr. SAMPSON: I might be permitted to
add the words "or inspector appointed under
this Act" so as to get over the difficulty just
referred to by the Minister. Thus tbe owner
would know that no local prejudice operated
in connection with the condemnation. The
department exercises a good deal of care in
the appointment of inspectors, and the in-
spectors, understand the Act.

Amendment put and negatived.

[Air. Pantrn took the Chair.]

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I would like an ex-
planation of the proposed proviso. Under
the parent Act an owner may pull down the
house or renovate it, but under the Bill he
will have no alternative but to pull it down.
A maii may have a house that may be cap-
able of renovation mid that renovation
might maske the place mneet all the health
requirements. If it were removed altogether
it might be outside the financial reach of the
owner to replace it. The 'Minister shonld
consider that aspect of the question. We
must have some considleration for the person
who is not financially capable of standing
that expense, especially when renovation
ight meet the position. I admit that thle

provision will make the Act more workable,
hut there is a possibility of inflicting hard-
ship upon people wvho will not he financiallyr
equal to the obligations imposed by thle pro-
posal.

Mr. THOMSON: I move an amend-
iwent-

That the following proviso be added:-
"Provided furtihur that any person aggrieved
shall have the right of appeal as provided in
Section 35 of the principal Act."

That will rectify the present unsatisfactory
position.

Anmendmnent put and passed; the clause,
as amended agreed to.

Clause 20-agreed to.

Clause 21-Amendment of Section 136:

Mr. LATHAM: Who is going to deter-
mimie that bedsteads, bedding and bed-
clothing are unsuitable .and must be. re-
moved fruni the ]WCeiLiKS?

Hijoi. G. Taylor:, A single bed would be
to good to aL married couple.

1%r. L~ATHAM: Perhaps the hou. mem-
ber is qualified to speak on that, I should
not like the job of an inspector or of a
boardinghouse keeper.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 22-Amendment of Section 137:

Mr. SAMPSON: I move an amend-
mnit-

That after ''parent'' the words ''grand'
parent, niece, nephew, uncle, aunt" be in-
s~erted.

Mr. Marshall: WVhy nut include Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John?

Mry. SAMPSON: If they are brothers,
they will be included. I assume it is an
oversighit that blood relations were not in-
chided.

The 3linister for health: It is not an
oversight.

Mr. SAMUPSON: If they are excluded,
injustice may be done.

The 3liNISTCR. FOR HEALTH: The
amiendmient is unnecessary and, if it is in-
sisted oil, will defeat our object.Wehv
not yet experienced difficulty with Britishers,
hut in lboardiing houses occupied by Greeks
or' Italians all of them claim to be blood-
relations.

Mr. Mann: I think you might include the
grandparents.

Hon. 0. Taylor: So long as you keep out
the mother-in-law, I do not mind.

The 'MINISTER FOR HEALTH: If a
widower wardied a widow, both having a
family. and the husband was the licensee, it
would he only fair to include-
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Mr. Latham: His family, her family and
their family?

The MINISTER F 09 HEALTH: The
wife's children would he included, but if the
wife was the Iicensee, pf the house, the bus
band's children would not be included. 1.
have no objection to the inclusion of "graknd-
parent."f

Mir. SAMPSON: I1 ask leave to wvithdraw
the amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr. SAMPSON: I move an amendment-

That after "Parent"' tile word ''grand-
parent" be inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 23, 24 and 25-agreed to.

Clause 26-Ameiadment of Section 1.65:

Mr. THOMSON: During the oAthreak of
swine fever inspectors condemned some ani-
mals, which, after having been slaughtered,
were found not to be suffering from swine
fever and the owner was put to serious loss.
The clause does not go fat' enough. I want
to safeguard the owner fromn possible serious
loss. That actually happened during the re-
cent outbreak, and unfortunately there was
no redress. It is no gtisfactiQn to the~ owner
to know that the department made a mis-
take. Thoug-h I have no amendment ready.
I consider that the proviso does not go far
enough. What is the use of appealing to
justices of the peace against the health in-
spector's decision? Without expert evidence
such an appeal could not avail the owner.
In any case, no redress is provided for him
in the parent Act; and that is unjust. If
an inspector makes such a mistake as I have
described-

The Minister for Health: This clause does
not deail -with thast aspect.

Mr. THOMSON: If the local authorities
are wrong, they should pay the owner's _
costs.

The Minister for Health: No Act in the
world provides that.

Mr. Latham: Let us have a chainge then.
The Minister for Health: Really this deals

only with abattoirs.
Mr. THOMSON: Numerous small dairy

farmerg keep pigs, kill and dress them, and
send them to market.

The Minister for Health: The earcases
have to be branded by an inspector.

Mr. THOMSON: That is so. But the
inspector can go on any farm toD inspect,
and call cause the owner considerable loss.
In such circumstances the owner should have
redress.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
clause does3 not deal with swine fever or
]inderpcst, but with stock killed for human
consumption. A difficulty which has arisen
is the meaning of "such officer" referred to
in thle section. 1 want "the inspecting offi.-
err" substituted for "such officer." The
medical officer is also referred to, but the
medical officer does not see the stock. The
owVner should have the right to call expert;
evidnee to prove that the inspecting officer
is wrong, and this clause gives him the right.

Won. 8ir JAMES MITCHELhL: There
ought to be redress for the man whose stack
is wrongly condemned by the inspector.

The Minister for Health: The ordinary
local inspector could not condemn stock or
a carqs~ unless he was qualified as a meat
inspector.

H1on. Sir JAMES 2dIITCHELL:, These
inspectors are qualified before they are ap-
pointed, though of course they are not medi-
cally trained. If a wrong is done to the
owner, he should be recompensed. All these
measures are hard upon owners, while pro-
tecting officials who make mistakes. The
officials should not be protected in such cir
cumnstnnces.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 27-Amendment of Section 168:

Mr. SAMPSON: I move an amendment--

That the following prvso hr de:
''Provided that if the owner shall fo*rthwith
give notice in writing to the officer that he
intends to submit the mnatter to the delermina-
tion of justices, then the p~rovisions of para-
graph (2) of Section 165 shall appl.''

The opportunity of giving notice andi sub-
mitting the matter to the determination of
justices is provided in Section 165. and thle
same opportunity should be provided in
Section 168. No inconvenience would he
caused. Food products- could, at all events
in certain eases, he held durinZ the period
of the appeal.

Ame-ndment put and passed; the clause,
as amenmde, nzrpeed to.

Clausges 28 to 30amdto

Clauise ql-Tnsertion of new section after
Section 201:
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH; in
view of representations made and fromn what
1 have ascertained on looking into the mat-
ter, I was convinced that the provisions oif
the clause in the Bill were too harsh. That
being so, I move the following aniend-
met-

That Clause 351 be struck out, and the fol-
lowing inserted in lieu:-

Clause 31,-Strike out Section 201a, and in-
sert the following in lieu thereof:-

'' 2 01a. If any person shall, for the purpose
of promoting, the sale of any artificial food
for infants, advise the mother or any person in
eli~rge Qf any child under the age of six monthsa
to us;e any particular kind or description of
artilficial food for the purpose of feedinug such
c~hild in preference to natural food, such person
shall be guilty of an offenc.e against this Act:

"Provided that this section shall not apply
ini thwecase of a duly qualifiqd medical prac-
titiorwr, or nurse approved by the Coimudfs-
sioner."

3Mr. BROWN: While the amendment pro-
posed by the Minister is certainly an im-
provemnent on the clause in the Bill, I think
it is still rather drastic. Everyone who
has had experience in the feeding of infants
knows that what will suit one child, will
not suit another. Hundreds of children have
had to be put on the bottle.

The 'Minister for Health: The amend-
ment will not deal with bottle-fed babies
at all.

Mr. BROWN: Doctors are not alway' s
available in the bush and that may lead to
difficulties. We know that when womeni
meet they discuss their babies, and should
one advise another to put her child, who
has not been gretting on very wvell, on to a
certain food, that woman will become liable
under the provisions the Minister now pro-
poses.

The Minister for Health: Not at all.
'Mr. BROWN: I amn afraid the amend-

ment will mecan much hardship among
women in the country areas.

The Minister for Health: That is not so.
Mr. DAVY: The amendment is not

nearly so offensive as the original clause.
but still it seems rather ridiculous in its
wording. Apparently the Minister pro-
poses to allow any medical practitioner or
approved nurse to turn himself or herself
into an favertising agoent for a particular
brand of artificial fond.

The Minister for Health: Not at all.
Mr DAVY: That is what the amendment

says most clearly. It is to be an offence
for any person to advise a mother to use

aity particular kind of artificial food for
the purpose of promoting the sale of that
food. On the other hand, that will not be
an offence if it is committed by a duly,
qualified medical practitioner or by a nurse
approved by the Commissioner. Does the
Minister suggest that any doctor would give
such advice for the purpose of promoting-
the sale of a particular food!I

The 'Minister for Health: No, his advice
would be tendered for the sake of doing
the child good.

Mr. DAV'Y: Let us ignore the proviso.
Two things are necessary to constitute the
offence. One is the giving of advice by a
person to a mother, and the second is that
the advice so tendered shall he for the pur'-
pose of promoting the sale of an artificial
food for infants.

The Minister for Health: That is so.
Mir. DAVY: Then what is the object of

the proviso?
The Minister for Health:- I want to give

the medical man and the nurse who is ap-
proved by the Commissioner,. the right to
give that advice.

Mr. DAVY: I submit it would be a most
outrageous thing if the Minister were to
endeavour to take away that right.

The Minister for Health: But I am not.
The Minister for Justice: Do you think

that any medical officer would prostitute
his profession to the extent of turning him-
self into at publicity agent for the sale of
artificial foods for infants?

Air. DAVY: No, hence my reason for
endeavouring to ascertain the object of in-
cluding the proviso. I suggest it he struck
out because it is quite unnecessary.

The Minister for Health: I am not
wedded to the exact wording of the clause,
and if you think it will improve the posi-
tion, let us move to strike out the proviso.

Mr. DAVY: I move an amendment on
the amendment-

That the proviso to the amendment be struck
out1.

Mr. GRIFFTTHS: There was a good deal
if horse-sense in the -remarks of the mem-
ber for Pingelly. My wife has repeatedly
said that very often the advice of the old
dame regarding children's ailments is of
more use than the recommendations of a
doctor.

H~on. Sir James Mitchell: The amendment
will not prevent the old dawne giving her
advice.

2.357
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Mir. Davy: Do you say that the old dame's
advice would be tendered for the purpose
of promoting the sale of tiny artificial food
for infants?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: No.
Mr. Latham: But is it s5uggested that she

would do so?
The Minister for Health: That has often

been done. Don't make any mistake about
that.

Mr. LATHAMN : If that is so, the proviso
should not be struck out, It is all very well
in the city where doctors and conveniences
are available, but the position is different
in the country districts. It should not be
made an offence for a woman to come along
and give advice to a mother regarding suit-
able food for her child.

Mr. Sleeman: But that would not he for
the purpose of promoting a sale!1

Mr. [JATHAM:i- I do not like the clause
as draf ted.

The CHAIRMAN: We are dealing with
the deletion of the proviso.

Mr. LATHAM: It is difficult to separate
the amendment from the clause. If the
proviso be struck out, what a stupid thing
the clause will be!1 If a person in all good
faith gives advice, who is going to say that
person is not assisting some commercial
firm?

Hon. G. Taylor: The onus of proof is oin
the Crown.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 (10 not know that the
proviso means, what the member for West
Perth, with his legal knowledge, has ex-
plained to the Committee, but I do not want
to restrict the giving of sund advice to
mothers in the country, where there are not
so many doctors and nurses as arc to be
found in the metropolitian area. Only the
other day I saw a women with eight children
and a young baby 4.9 miles from a doctor.

The CHAIRMAN: That has nothing&
whatever to do with the amendment.

Mr. Davy: How could the proviso helm
herl

Mr. LATHAM: It widens the sources, of
useful advice that she might get. We
should not strike it out. I. do not want it
to be left doubtful whether it is against the
law to advise a mother to give her child
certain food.

Mr. J. H,. SMITH: I disapprove of the
Minister's amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: We are dealing, not
with the Minister's amendment, but with

the amendment moved by the member for
W~est Perth.

11-r, MANN: It occurs to mue that this
proposed new clause has; been drafted for
the purpose of dealing with one firm that
emp~loys a number of qualified nurses to
tour, not only the metropolitan area, but the
whole State.

The Minister for Health: I assure the
hon. member it was not drafted for that
flim at all.

Mr. MANN: Then I arm unable to see
where it con apply. There is a firm em-
ploying a number of qualified registered
nurses.

The Minister for Health: Two nurses. I1
have seen them both.

Mr. MANN: They are very capable
women. I have never heard them give any
advie that led to injury to any child.

Hon. G. Taylor: Then how is it that the
Children's Hospital is so full?

Mr. MANN: If the clause is meant to
apply to those two nurses, I want to know
from the Minister will this apply to a firm
advertising its food and the manner in
which it should he used?

The Minister for Health: We have al-
ready passed the clause that deals with that
firm.

Mr. MANN: Then for what purpose was
this clause drafted? At whom is it aimed?
Who does the Minister suggest has been
doing something wrong in this respect?

The Minister for Health: Various people
in the metropolitan area, but not the nurses
referred to by the hon. member.

Mr. MANN: If the Minister knows of
cases where injury has been done, I will
support the proposed new clause.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Every-
thing that has happened to date will ha p-
pen again after we pass this clause.

The 'Minister for Health: No fear.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:- One need

not go to the mother of the child to give
advice when he can go to the father and
advise him. We shall always get intO
trouble while we put up this grandmotherly
Ie-islation. The clailse as amended by the
striking out of the proviso will do neither
good nor harm. I suggest that the Minister
go a bit further and advise adults what to
eat.

The CHAIRHMAN: The hon. member is-
getting away from the amendment.



[11 DscFnnsn. 1928.1 2359

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
the Committee will delete the proviso.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: One must support
the amtendment moved byv the member for
West Perth, because it carries so much com-
mon sense. There are in Perth and else-
where any number of women taking State
children. Those women are mothers, medi-
cal practitioners and nurses all combined,
and they know what the children require.

The Mfinisiter! for Health: This clause will
not interfere with them.

Mfr. J. H. SMITH: But it will. If the
Minister is aiming at natural feeding, why
does he not provide for it in the Bill? I
see no reason for the proviso, because it is
not the medical practitioners nor the nurses
that are likely to offend. I will support the
amendment.

Mr. THOMSON: The proviso is a protec-
tion for mothers in country districts.

The Minister for Health: Would any
nurse advise a mother not to naturally feed
her child?

Air. THOMSON: Recently a doctor ad-
vised a mother to give her baby a certain
food. Hearing of this, the district nurse
opposed it. Subsequent events proved that
the nurse was correct and that the doctor's
advice was unsound. So T think the proviso
should remain.

Amendment (to strike out proviso) put
and passed.

Mr. CHESSON: I want to he sure the
proposed new clause will not penalise a
mother who advises her daughter how to feed
her baby. Certainly that mother's advice to
her daughter could not be suspected of being
given in order to promote the sale of an
artificial food.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I do
not think the case would come tinder the
clause, In my opinion the wvoman would
certainly not be liable.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: In my view the mother
of a family who gave advice concerning the
use of artificial foods would be held respon-
sible. I do not know why the Minister does
not endeavour to induce people to revert to
the old way of feeding babies.

The Minister for Health: That is what I
am trying to do.

Mr. J. HT. SMITH: There is no reason
why the amendment should have been
brought forward, and I shall vote against it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It does not mean
anything.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The hon. member has
not properly studied the matter.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It is only possible to
secure a conviction if it is proved that some
person has endeavoured to push the sale of
an artificial food. The onus of proof is On
the Crown. I cannot see that anyone will
be affected by this amendment, and intend
to support it.

Amendment as amended put and passed;
the clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 32-Amendment of Section 202:

Mr. THOMSON: Will the Minister ex-
plain this clauset What protection would
be given to the ordinary storekeeper who
had certain foods in his possession, and
would not -know what foreign substances
they containedI

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: All we
can do now is to prohibit the sale of an
article that does not come up to the required
standard. It can still be adulterated with
foreign substance, and we want the right to
prevent that. Some time ago the Crown took
proceedings against a vendor of milk which
was impure. It was found, however, that
the butter standard was all right and we lost
the case, although the milk was undoubtedly
impure.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You ought to
amend the Pure Foods Act.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: This
amendment will rectify the position.

Mr. MANN: I remember that milk case.
The impurities consisted of dirt, and dirt
was held to be not a foreign substance. Is
it intended that the clause shall cover butter,
in which a certain amount of preservative
has been put in order to make it keep?

The Minister for Health: That is already
covered.

Mr. MANN: It is not intended to cover
food that is preservatised for use in the
tropics?

The Minister for Health: Not under this
Act.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 33-agreed to.

Clause 34-Insertion of new section after
Section 272:

Mr. THOMSON: This deals with subsidis-
ing infant health centres and other places,
and with the local authority spending such
an amount of its ordinary revenue as it
thinks fit in that direction.
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The Minister for Health: T1i amount is
limnited to 10 per cent.

Mr. THOMSON: That may be the Min-
ister's intention.

The Minister foi Health: It is. We, hte
not amending the Municipalities Act or the
Road Boards Act.

MUr. THOMSON: There is Ao limit in the
Road Boarids Act. 1 M6ie an i ndmnent-

That at the enid of proposed new section
272 (a) the 'Words ''Afd not exceeding 10 per
cent."' be added.

the positibin is thkt the local authorities ean
abend 10 poet cent. lfiukt the Heialth' Act tb
subsidhe any district hursiig syite& or hog-
pital. They cdh aubsidisi' Any, infant &i. kh
centre or any other scheme ha-ing £6e' is
objAct Wie prc~elvhtioAi of he lth;- b~d the
Act doe~s Ai~ say to wh6at extent.

Ron. Sit JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister's desire is to make provision for the
spending of money upon certain othier
things that are not already mentioned in the
Att.

The Minitfer for Hecalth: Only one, the
infint heglth ceifte, atid I want to strike
out the 10 per cent. limit.

li1on. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 amr
glad I have no wish to do these things in the
Yliniterts way.

The MNinister for Health: I do not want
the right to spend a penny of it.

1-I6n. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Cimnittec w-ill harve to he e'ar~ful of whdist
6h6 Ministbr inty~luces in file future. We
pay thxhs That are spenti onl health mnd other
thing-s, and niiore taxes thain we ever paid
before. Now we are to have a hospital tax
and oni to of it we are askkd for some-
thing more.

The Minister for Health: This is not i-
wctra tax at hMl.

Hon. Sir JAMES M'ITCHELL: Of course
it is.

The Minister for Health: Rubbish!

Horn. Sir JAMIES MITCHELL: I do
not know how l)pople are to pay these taxes.
Anyh vow, T hope thne Committee will reject
tihe clause altogether and merely provide for
the suzl~sidisinci of the infant health cent&.
Whier6 is taxaition going to stop

The )iinister for health: I tell -you this
is not extra taxation.

Hlon. Sir JAM1ES MITCHPLL: In the
end(, in our desire to do good we do h"n~,
I. hope the M1inister will agree to am~nd
the clJause by merely adding, "infant health
centre."

Thle MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Ilam
one of those who are prepared to trust the
loo[l authority and I want to give them the
right to spend their own money in their own
way. I do not want the Minister or the
department to dictate to them. We have
tb-dhy the municipality 6f Perth paying
£300 a year aind T am pleasca tb say that
when the dise wis siibiitted to the May~r
of Perth he had baclbdne enough to
slty thAt hfe was going to smport
'tie piteat of the £30 a year to-
wards the infant health eentrd and
he did. Unddir the existiiig lsa* Vi is diling
somethiAi ehdit is illegal and there are niie
other' municipalities rind 13 Toad lioardi do-
ia~g exactly the same thing, payinfg some-
thing illegally towards the maintenance of in-
td-nt bla th ceftitea. My desire is to givi the
lU6A1 bodies the right to h6 able to make
th!At cont-Ahution. Why should we sayt io
them, "You are riot to ay more than 10 p~r
cent.?" Are v&e &fraid that they *W1 to
mad and spend aill their reAne on infint
health centres.

Mr. Thomson: We limit them in other

The MlT~rtSTER FOR HEALTH: To no
better ohjeet could the funds of a local an-
fhtrity 6e devoted.

-4r. LATHAM: In this clause we are
asked to make provision to amend the Muni-
cip~al Corporations Act and the Road Dis-
tricts Act. Thait is a wrong principle. At
first sight one would think that the clause
a ;pied to health boards only, but the inter-
wretation clause makes it clear that it applies
to local authorities. While I am prepared to
ap-aee to funds being devoted to this object,
T am opposed to provision being made for
it in this *ay.

The CHAIRMAN: The question before
the Chair is the ainendinent to limit th Ie
amount to 10 per cent.

Mr. LATH AM: To be g nerous to the
Minister, T shall sup jmrt the amendment.
Ten per cent. is fai and away more than will
he required.

The MAinister for Health: They will not
spend anything like it.

2360
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Mr. LATHIAM: Then why not accept the
amendment?

The Miniater for Health: Why ntot trust
the local authorities?

li. Sir James Mitchell: We shall be
relieving the Trelisurer and putting the bur-
den on the local authorities.

Mr. LATHAM : There is no doubt of that

Hon. Sir JAMES MNITCH ELL : The
Minister made it clear that lie thinks the
local authorities should have the right
to spend all their money for this
purpose. What right have we to say
that 20 per cent, of a road board's
funds may be spent onl health niatters when
it is entirely tie concern of the Government
to provide for them? It is a principle to
which we should not agree. Why this desire
on the part of the Government to escape the
responsibility and place the burden on the
shoulders of the local authorities?

The Minister for Health: I am not trying
to escape anything, but I hope you will not
ham-string or tie people in a knot.

Son. Sir JAM1ES MITCHELL: They
are already tied in knots. These necessary
health centres should not be financea in this
way. It is the duty of local authorities to
attend to roads, drainage and kindred mat-
ters, but the Minister says, "let them collect
More mo~ney."

The Minister for Health: No.

Hion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Most of
them arc already in debt for the work they
must do. It is a wretched proposal. While
I have no objection to legalising- the act of
the mayor of Perth and other mayors, I do
object to placing further responsibilities on
local authorities. If we agree to this, there
will be nothinrg to prevent the topping off of
other bits from the finances of local authori-
ties for services that ought to be performed
by the Government and for which we
already pay taxation to the Treasury. I
hope the clause will be defeated.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put, and a division taken with thd
following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority for

20
15

5

Air.
3d.
Mr.
Mr.
.Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
.it.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
hir.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
MAr.

Chasnt
qotlp
Ca rboyF
Corerley
Cowan
Cun ningham
$tama547
Lamben
Lsnmond
Lan
Miarsall

Brown
Da-y
Doney
Griffith;

Wahom
Lindmsy
MassU

S1ir James Mitchell

Miss Holmnr
Mr. Wilson

AYES.

Mi r.
At r.

Mr.
Mr.
NJr.
At r.
Atr.
Mr.

Noss.

AlaS.

Mtr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Ai r.
Mr.
Mr.

McCa~ll
ldill~ngtof
Muoci*
R ..
Bieemsn
A. Wanebroughi
WiLICOCk
Withers
Clydesdale

(Tell".)

Sampson
J. H. smith,
Taylor
Teesale
Thomson

C. F. Wsabrough
North

(Teller.)

Note.
Mr. J. H. Sith
Mr. Burnarm

Clause thus passed.

Prog-ress reported.

3111.-STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A. MeCallijin - South Fremantle) [10.30]
in moving thle second reaiding said: To-
night mY mind goes back to a good many
years ag-o, when as oflicer of the Trades
and Labour Council I took part in a discus-
sion which led to a deputation waiting upon
the then Premier to suggest that the State
should undertake the manufacture of agri-
cultural implements. At that period West-
ern Australia was just developing its agri-
cultural industry, and practically no agri-
cultural machinery was being made in the
State. All such articles were beiner imported,
and all the mone 'y for them was
going outside Western Australia. The
viewpoint tak-en was that it would be
it loorl thing if alonauide the de-
velopment of the a-riC1ultUraI indus--
try we could develop ailso the manufacture of
aericultaral implements within our own bor-
dpr's The viewpoint taken was that the
Government should undertake the niantifac-
hire of those implements, and so keep the
money within Western Australia. Eventu-
ally this view was adopted, and the State Tm-
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plerneut Work. were established. I amt free
to admit that those works have not liv'ed up
to expectations. They have not done all we
thought they would do when we originally
advocated their establishment. There are
many reasons why they have not done all
that was originally expected of them, but 1
do not think anythuig is to be gained by!
holding a postmortem to-night, by going
back over the reasons of the failure. The
outlook wvhich should engage our attention to-
niight is that which we had when we advo-
cated the establishment of the works-to see
whether something cannot he done-

Hon. Sir James Alitchell: That was
nationalistion of industry straight out.

The IIINISTER FOR WORKS: Not at
all. I will show in a moment that it wvas a
long way front nationailisation.

R on. Sir James Mitchell: It was the
first step towards nationalisation.

The MINI ST E It FOR WOE KS: No. The
viewpoint held by those of us who advo-
eated the establishmnent of the works is the
viewpoint which should be held to-night.
We should push forward as much as we canl
the manufacture of agricultural implements
within our State, and we should endeavour
to keep within Western Australia as much
as possible of the enormous amount of mioney
that is spent in the purchase of agricultural
implements. What is suggested by the Hill
is that we should link up, so far as the agri-
cultural implement section of the works is
concerned, ats distinct from the engineer-
ing section, with the Westralian Farmers'
Limited, and the co-operative societies of far-
mers throughout the State. I believe there
was a somewhat similar proposition put uip
to, but not entertained by, a previous Gov-
erment. The position I am putting up to-
night is this: Here are two concerns, the
Westralian Farmers and the State nimple-
ment Works, both engaged in developing
Western Australian industry, both anxious
that Western Australia should progress and
keep as much money as possible within her
borders, so that the future of the State may
benefit both concerns materially. U~p to now
the two concerns have not worked hand in
hand. For a considerable period a number
of the co-operative organisations through-
out the country held agencies for the State
Implement Works. Of recent times, how-
ever, that has not been the case. Whilist they
are both purely Western Australian
concerns and are both interested in

the development of Western Australia,
they are competitors, they are op-
posed to each other, as regards the sale and
use of agricultural implements. The pro-
posal of the Bill is that those two Western
Australian concerns, instead of being in con-
flict with and competing with one another
and pushing opposition articles, should link
up and assist each other in the establish-
nient and development of a Western
Australian manufacturing industry, which
certainly should go in hand with the
development of our agricultural in-
dustry. To show what this means to
NWestern Australia I should mention that
the State Implement Works are practically
the only concern manufacturing agricultural
implements to any great extent here.

Ron. G. Taylor: Do the Westralian Far-
mers manufacture any?

'The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.
]in 1926-192-7 there was imported fromt
(ihe Eastern States £683,496 worth of
agricultural imiplemenits, and from over-
sen £112,461 worth. In .1.927-28 the imports
were £738,591 from the Eastern States, and
111 ,154 from oversen. Thus last year al-

most a million sterling went out of Western
Australia to purchase agricultural imple-
menits. If those machines can be economic-
ally and satisfactorily produced within our-
country, it will be of advantage to all of uts
that they) should b)e produced here, and that
thle million of motley earned from the doe-
v'elolpment of our agricultural industry, in,-
stead of going. outside our State, should be
kept here in order to develop another in-
dustry. thtus assisting the future of oi-,
State. The proposatl is that where the Wes-
tralian Farmers and the co-operative organ-
isations throughout the country hanve agen-
cies for different lines of agricultural imple-
ients, importations from the Eastern States
and from oversea, a certain agreement
should be come to. That agreement is not
yet completed, but there is not much doubt
about our being able to complete it. The
Bill is intended to give the Government
power to make the agreement. Then it is
provided that the Westralian Farmers have
been able to so modify their agreements re-
garding their agencies that a considerable
quantity of machinery that they now sell
will he manufactured here, and that which
it is found necessary to import will he
brought here in parts and asisembled at
North Fremnantle.
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Hion. Sir James M1itchell: Much of that is
done now.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is not
donie now. Yen- little is made up or
assembled here. The idea is that the ex-
pense is so great on account of heavy
freights on some lines, that it will pay to do
s ome of the assembling at Fremantle.
Mlachines that can be economically and effic-
iently manufactured here will be made
locally, while those that cannot be dealt
with in that way will be imiported as I have
already indicated. Boiled down it means
that so far as headers,, harvesters, drills,
and, I think, cultivators, and binders, are
concerned, they will be imported, The State
Tmplement Works will cease to make them.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: (Jraeiousl

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: On the
other hand, in regard to the heavier types
of machines, and ploughs in particular,
which the State Implement Works have been
making successfully, and in respect of which
the agreements with the agents have been
modified, those machines will be manufac-
tured at the North Fremnantle works. I may
further explain that part of those works
will he leased to a partnership that will be
established between the two concerns, and
the business will he on the basis of fifty-
fifty between the two sections. That part
of the business will be managed by a comn-
mittee of six, three representatives being
drawn from each side. The machines madu
by the implement works will be handed over
to the assembling part and the machines fim-
ported will go to the assembling part and
will be taken charge of by the partnership
and managed by the committee I have re-
ferred to. They will he disposed of by the
Westralian Farmers and dealt with through
their different organisations; and agen-
cies throughout the country, who will
have charge of the sales. That will
mean that instead of State ploughs and
other implements, which it is agreed shall be
made there, being in competition with
ploughs and other machinery that the Wes-
tralian Farmers are now the agents for,
they will have that agency behind them. As
a result, there will be a hona fide effort
made to push the sale of Western Austra-
lian-manufactured articles. As time goefs
an and the position develops, it is considl-
ered that many articles that are now im-
ported will be made at Frenmantle.

Mr.* Latham: Will the partnership apply
only to the assembling and placing of the
lines?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
-%r. Latham: And not to the manufae-

tLureI
The -MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.

The manufacture of those implements will
.still be in the hands of the State Imple-
memit Works, which will still control the en-
gineering section. What they turn out will
be handled through the partnership at a
price. The State Implement Works will
qutote prices through the partnership as if
they were in competition with the other
manufacturers. On the other hand, the
partnmership will be compelled to give pre-
ference to the State Implement Works only
if those works can produce the goods at an
effective price. If the price is right and the
article is right, preference will be given to
the mnanufactures turned out at North Fre-
mantle. The partnership will control the
whole of the assembling and the agencies,
through the Westralian Farmers, will un-
dertake the sales.

Mr. Mann: Will Bag-shaw's machines be
assembled hero instead of in South Auls-
traliaI

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Mr. Lath am: There is a big agency at

present for the Case tractors.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The

agencies of the Westralian Farmers will
be taken over by the partnership.

ii, mann: It will be a sort of subsidiary
companyl

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yp..,
similar to that which was formed to deal
with superphosphiates.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What is to he
the capitalI

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It will
he £3100,000.

H~on. Sir James Mitchell: Will each have
to find half of it in cash, paid into the
bank?7

The IUNISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
as required.

Mr. Thomson: What do you estimate thme
sales wilt be?

The MINISTER FOR WO~RKS:. For the
first year the sales should be up to about
£500,000.

Mr. Thomson interjected.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am

not in a position to say anything about that,
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The Westralian Farmers have examined the
position carefulIly, and they consider it can
be done, in view of the modifications agreed
to, regarding the assembling of parts here.
As a matter of fact, the Westralian
Farmers were moving to establish that type
of business when the proposition I have out-
lined was developed. Had the proposition
not been gone on with, it is certain that theyv
would have established an assembling busi-
ness of their own.. They were so satisfied1
that the cost in freight to bring the
machines here wvas so great that it repro-
seted so mudt waste of money.

.Mr. Latham: The handling of Case goods
will be much less.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
I think this practice has been adopted in
most parts of the world.

Mr, Lathiam: It results in a saving of
costs.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Mr. MNann: Will that apply to Massey

Harris goods too?

Tim MINISTER FOR WO0RKS: Yes.
The State Imlement Works will manufac-
ture by agreement-the augencies have
been modified to mneet the situation-the
following lines:-

Hay disc p~lough~s; disc cultivating
pluh;darnsinking ploughs; mould board

ploughs; single-furrow garden or orchard
ploughs; skim or paring ploughs; springtyne
cultivators; reversible two-way disc cultivai-
tors; chaff cutters, coin crushers; poison carts
and sledges; wagons and spring carts; wind-
mills; stump-jump heavy harrows-not less
than 50 per cent, of the total number ordered.

The partnership will take over the Horwood
Bagshaw agency and 50 per cent of the
stump-jump harrows will be placed with
the Slate Implement Works and 50 per
cent, with, Bagshaws. In addition to
that, the Case tractor p~eople have agreed to
a considerable proportion of their parts be-
ing made locally. That will bring a good
deal of additional work to the Implement
Works. I do not want to htold any post-
mortem on the State Implement Works to
determine what was the cause of the failure
at North Fremantle, but I think it is ex-
plained by their undertaking the manufac-
ture of ton great a variety of implements.
Had they confined their activities to one or
two agricultural implements and perfected
them, the works could then have launched
out and embraced the whole field of agri-
cultural requirements. But they started off

making every different kind of implement,
and they have not kept pace with the times.
The machinery most complained about has
been their harvesters.

Hon. Sir.james Mitchell: It is not a
factory: it is only a workshop.

The MINISTER FOR WOES: I do not
know the difference. It is c~rtainly the big-
gest engineering establishment in this State,
by a long way.

Mr. Mann: Does it mean that you will
have to get rid of a number of your em-
ployees?9

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: it is
estimated that there will be twice as many
men employed as there are to-day. Under
this arrangement, possibly, the number of
men will be increased fourfold.

Mr. Latham: -I hope you will allow the
employees to do piecework.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That I
will allow them!I That is for the Arbitra-
tion Court. The men employed by the part-
nership will not be under the control of any
Minister. The conditions of employment
will be the same for them as they would be
uinder any other employer. If the men and
the management cannot agree about some-
thing-, the Arbitration Court will decide it.

Mr. Thomson: Picework would serve to
reduce the costs.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
does not come into this. It is of no use
discussing- piecework as against day labour
or wveekly labour, for it does not enter into
this. The Arbitration Court will decide
that.

Mr. Latham: I think the unions decide
it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But you
think wrongly. I have heard the hon. meni-
her say the unions stopped MeKays from
coining here.

Mr. Latham: Did they not?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, they

dlid not.
Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Yes, they did.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Non-

sense I MeKays have no righbt to say to the
workers in this country what system they
arc to work under. Only the Arbitration
Court can deeide that.

Mr. Thomson: Had the unions agreed,
the Arbitration Court would have agreed.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
qulite another point. If McKays had agreed
to the wages proposed, it would have been
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all right. But they did not agree to have
it decided by arbitration. It will not help
this ease to recall what happened with
1cKay or to speculate ast to what will hap-

pea elsewhere. What, to-night, we are out
to do is to get authority for the G~over-nment
to enter into a partnership with the
Weitralian F'anners Ltd., wvith their organ-
isation of co-operative concerns throughout
the country to push the sale of implements
manufactured at North Fremantle and of
imported imlements that will be brought
here iii parts and assembled. It is thought
it will mean the development of that indus.
try in a way that has been impossible in the
past.

Mr. Latham: The big thing is that -you
will be allowed to make duplicate parts for
those imported machines.

The "MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
and there will be all the repairs. In addi-
tion, a whole lot of things will be done that
ire not done to-day.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What will be
the limjit of thle liability?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
capital will be £300,000, and the liability will
be against eachi of thle partners.

Hon. Sir James 1%litehell: Each of the
partners will be liable for the lot.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, the
partnership wilt be liable. It is an ordinary
partnership agreement, the same as is en-
tered into by any private concern. . It is
nothing new for a Government to enter into
a partnership arrangement. The Common-
wealth Government have entered into mnore
than one with private concerns. The Bruce
Government have entered into arrangements
with the Marconi Company, and hold 60 per
cent. of their shares. Also they hold 50 per
cent. of the shares of the Australian Oil Re-
finery people. So it is nothing new for a
Government to enter into a partnership for
the promotion or development of a certain
industry. The basis of this partnership is
quite simple, and it is hoped that it will lend
to the establishment of an industry here that
will keep in Western Australia a good deal
of money at present going out. Not only
will it afford employment to tradesmen, but
it will afford to the younger generation op-
portunities to learn a trade. It is to be
thoroughly understood that the partnership
will not be compelled to buy obsolete or
inferior machinery and implements at the
State Implement Works. They arc only

bound-to give preference to the State Imple-
ment Works when their machine is an effi-
eient one and can be purchased at a price
that will compete in the markct with the
prices of other machines for sale. The agree-
ment is not completed. The Bill is to give
the Government authority to enter into the
proposed agreement.

Mr. Latham: What is the grant to be?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There

is to be no grant. Surely the Government
can be trusted to enter into an agreement.
Also, surely the details of the agreement are
for the Cabinet to determine.

Mr, Thomson: In accordance with See-
Hion 25 of the original Act you will have to
subtait tkat agreemfent for approtal.

The MINISTER FOR 'WORKS:- The
Sill gives us power to enter into an agree-
ment to lease the works. A little of the
plant will have to go over with it, but not
much. And in respect of the plant that is
to go over, the company will agree upon a
rental that will cover nil rharges. deprecia-
dion and other conditions.

Mr. Latham: What is to he the life of the
proposed agreemenit 4

Trhe MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ten
years. It will be open to -renewal, but it is
hoped that at the end of the ten years we
shall hare developed into a position at which
the partnership wvill not he compelled to im-
port, and rely' on the Eastern States for their
harvesters and drills and cultivators. It is
hoped that by that time we shall have suffi-
cient experience to be able to manufacture a
lot of those things.

Ron. G. Taylor: The Westralian Far-
mners will he controlling the whole concern
by that time.

The MINSTER FOR WORKS: It is
only the assembling part of it that will be
subject to the ngreement. The mannufacturing
part will still be held by the State. That
will not come under the partnership in any
way. The agencies held by the Westralian
Farmers, still have two or three years to
run, and we hope to be able to make sat-
isfactory arrangements with the lot. One
of the concerns will agree to our making
their implements here. Probably the part-
nership will have to pay a small royalty
on the manufacture of those implements.
'But even with the payment of a small roy-
alty we shall be able to produce those im-
plements cheaper than they are sold here
now. And it will mean that we shall be
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-keeping that money in thle country and
-giving our tradesmen work in the manu-
facture of that article. From whichever
angle the proposal is examined, it seems to
we to he an effort to develop an industry.
-The State Implement Works have not lived
-up to the expectations but this is a move
to instil some life into the concern by two
efforts that are wholly Western Australian.
The Government have given considerable
support to agriculture, and now that the
industry means so much to the State and
seeing that agriculturists spend so much on
the purchase of machines, this will link up
a secondary industry whereby the require-
ments of the agricultturists may be manu-
factured in the State and the money kept
within thle State.

MAr. Latham: In 10 years I think it will
he a bigger white elephant than ever.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
think it is possible to go back from the
present position. There is no fear that less
work will be done than is being done to-
day if the ca-operative movement pushes
the business at all, as it is bound to do, because
under the agreement it will be unable to
undertake any other agency. The West-
ralian Farmers Limited will be bou'nd to
take the implements that the partnership
have for salec and will be able to use the
co-operative movement to push sales. That
must result in a considerable increase of
production hy the implement works.

Mr. Sampson: Will you share equally in
sales as well as in the manufactureI

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A cer-
tamn percentage will be paid onl sales, as is
the practice with most firms.

Mr. Sampson: You get 50 per cent. ad-
vantage of sales and take the responsibility
of manufacturing.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:- No, the
partnership will pay the co-operative con-
cerns a commission on sales. The co-opera-
tive organisation will he used to push sales.

Mr. Thomson: Is the partnership for as-
sembling only, and will the Westralian Far-
mers Limited then sell as they do to-day?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
but we shnll take over the showroom in
Perth. The organisation for sales in the
country will he as at present. The co-operative
movement will be the channel through which
the sales of the partnership wvill be effected,
and that will do away with the duplicate
branch.

Mr. 'Manin: It will mean that for 10 years
the implement works will manufacture only
plouglis.

The MI1NISTER FOR WORKS: No,
they will 11atufaccure the implements I
have already mentioned.

Mr. Mann: Principally ploughs.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,

but not ploughs alone. They will tuufac-
ture also springtyne coltivators, disc culti-
vators, ehaffeutters, cornarushers, poison
earls, windmills, harrows, etc. The Westra-
lian Fuiners Ltd. will not be able to under-
take the sale of any other windmill-

Mr. Lathani: They have the agency for
thle 'sale of a windmill now.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
-will not lie able to sell other than the wind-
inills manufactured by us.

Mr. Latham: Let us have a look at the
lgL'eelnent you have in your hand.

The MI(NISTER FOR WORKS:, There is
,io agreemient; 'I ain holding the short-
hand notes of a cerim inquiry, The section
of the State Imp~lement Works set aside for
the assemnbling of inatehilles is the portion
that will be leased to thle partnership, to-
gether with the yard attached thereto and
thle railway siding serving that brunch olf
the works.

Mr. Mana: Front what end do you expect
to get increased trade I

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Westralian Farmers Ltd. are at present
pushing a plough opposed to the plough of
the State Implement Works. When the
partnership takes effect, they will be push-
ing the State Implement Works plough.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: And someone
else will be pushing the other plough.

-Ar. Lathamn: No, someone will be pulling
it.

The MI1NISTER FOR WORKS: The co-
operative concerns have such an organisa-
tion to effect sales as no one else in the
State possesses at present.

Mr. Lathami: They also have the branches
in the country.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
is the secret of it. The great hulk of the
farmers are members of co-operative socie-
ties and deal with them. They do their
business at the stores and largely buy their
implements from the stores. Those stores
will be the channels through which the pro-
ducts of the, partnership -will be sold. I
cannot foresee other than a marked im-
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provement in Ike quantity of work that will
be done at North Fremantle, and I antici-
pate that a good number of additional meni
will bc emlployed. It is unsound for any
State to rely solely upon one industry. fi
Western Australia is to progress and get
ppulationi, it cannot hope to develop atl
the rate it should if it relies solely on agri-
culture. It mnust have secondary industries
working liand in hand with the primary'
industries if it is to get the full benefit of
its progress. The local market means such
a lot, and so we must develop our secondary
industries as well as our primary industries.
With the two concerns assisting each otho'
and pulling together) instead of competing
with each other, we should be able to make
a, big effort in the direction of holding the
Western Australian business. That is the
view the Government have taken and it hns
spurred us onl to arrange an agrcement.
We now ask for authority to complete tile
agreement. Thle State Trading Concerws
Act provides that we cannot lease any eon-
cern or do anything of the nature desired
without the sanction of Parliament. All
we ask is for power for the Government to
enter into an agreement of the nature on:,-
lined. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Ron. Sir James Mitchell.
debate adjourned.

BILL-LANWD ACT AMENDlMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. Millington-Leederville) 1 101
in moving the second reading said: 'T1i6
Bill seeks to amend the Land Act to permit
of the extension of certain pastoral leases,
namely, those which expire on the 31st of
this 'month. In 1917 the Land Act was
amended with a view to extending, pastoral
leases front 1923 to 1948, and the conditions
were set out uinder which they could be re-
i.ewed and the extensions given. The main
argument used as a lever to secure the cx
tensions desired by the leaseholders was that
they agreed to pay double rents from 1918.
Because of that the leases were extended in
the case of those who took advantage of that
opportunity. Again in 1918 an amendment
was introduced to extend the time -when pans-
toralists could apply for an extension of

their leases until the close of the war, and in
1923 a further amendment was introduced
extending the time until. 1924. Those hold-
ing pastoral leases favoured the exemption,
and pointed out that it would benefit them
from the point of view of security and would
in every way be desirable. Although some
objection was raised at the time, the original
amendment to the Act was passed, and the
further extension given. A large proportion
of the leaseholders took advantage of the
opportunity to have their leases extended to
1948. I wish to indicate the area of the
leases which are now held under the provi-
sions of tbe 1048 tenure. As a fact,' over
210,000,000 acres are now held under these
provisions. There are still. held over 4,000,000
acres by people who failed to take advantage
of that legislation.

Mr. J. H. Smith: They were mislead.
They thought they went on until 1948.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Those who did take advantage of the oppor-
tunity together hold over 21 0,000,000 acres,
and there only remain in thle divisions out-
side the South-West 4,077,000 acres.

Mr. Marshall: And all small holders.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
-In the Kimberley division there are 33 hol-
ders having an area comprising 1,565,001)
acres; in the eastern division 21 leases coin-
prising 316,000 acres; in the North-West
45 leases comprising 1,649,000 acres; and
in the Eucla division 21 leases half a mil-
lion acres. This makes a total of 120 lease-
holders, and an area of 4,077,000 acres. In
addition, there are 230 leases in the South-
West division, from the Murchison to the
other side of Mullewa.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They have
only an annual lease, and are not affected.

Mr. J. H. Smith: They are affected.
Mr. Corboy: What are the boundaries?9

The -MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I have :given the boundaries of the South-
West division covering 960,000 acres. These
are not affected in the same way as
are the other divisions, because they are
held under conditions which do not permit
of re-appraisement. They were not affected
by the re-appraisement when it was agreed
that the rent should be doubled, although
the leases requnire renewal, and expire on
the 31st of this month.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell- Anyone can
select any part of them.
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURO:
The holders pay £1 per thousand acres, and
the leases can be renewed in the ordinary
course on application. In respect of those
leases in the other divisions, the holders
wvill have to come tinder practically the
same conditions imposed by the previous
Land Act amendments, namely those of
1917, 1918 and 1923, which set out that they
will have to pay double rental. Theyv have
alrendy paid their rent, but as their leases
were not re-appraised, it will mean, in the
case of Kimuberley where the lessees were
paying 5s. per thousand acres, that they
"vill be increased to 10s. should they elect
to come tinder the 1948 provision. Those
who do not take advantage of this amend-
in,- Bill would continue only until the end
oif this year on the old appraisement of 5s.
They have had the advantage during 10
years of paying only half the rent paid
by those who took advantage of the ex-
tension to 1948.

Mr. Marshall: Did they not take the risk
of their leases reverting tco the Crown? It
is an unfair clause.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTITTRE:
They have had several opportunities since
1917.

Mr. Marshall: But they took the risk
of losing- their leases.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICGULTURE:
We now pronose to give them a further op-
port'inity. Their leases expire at the end
of this year.

Mr. Teesdale: They are lucky people.
The MIrNISTER FOR AORICUTLTURE:

They will be given the opportunity to take
advantaare of the Act which extended the
leases until 1948.

Eon. Sir James Mitchell: How will you
penalise them this time?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They will have to be penalised to the extent
that they wvill have to pay double the rent,
and with their application will he obligei
to remit the amount of rent they have not
paid. ph',s interest. Uip to the present they
have paid only half the rent the others have
paid. This s not a pew provision because
it is made in other amending Acts. The 1.923
anp irnnint imposed the same conditions.
Hadl tbov takeitnavantage of the Act in
1091 sAld had, tlheir leasies extended until
19A8. they would have had to Pay hack rent
wvithi interest added in order that they misht
be placed on the same footing as other lessees

who did so. Because they refused to take
advantage of the opportunity, they have
gained an advantage in rental for the time
being, but it is not intended, if they desire
to extend their leases to 1948, that they
should retain an advantage over those
leaseholders who for all these years have
paid the double rent.

Mr. Marshall: They have been at an ad-
vantage in the matter of road board rates
antd vermnin rates.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
This Bill provides that they shall pay back
rent, or the other half of the rent, plus
interest, in order to put thenm on the same
footing as those who have already come
under the provisions of the 1948 extension.
This measure affords them the last chiane
they% have to take advaotage of the 1917
.amendment. If they fail to seize this op-
portnntv. t heir leases will exoire at the
end of the month. On the other hand, if
they' wish to extend their leases until 1948,
they cnn do so by complying with the pro-
visions of the amending Act of 1923, and
these provisions which still give them the
same opportunity ats they had on that oc-
casion.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: How would an-
other place feel regarding this?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is only common inatice when we con~irer
that pastoralists holding over 200,000,004)
acres deid to come under the double
rental provision.

Mr. Teesdale: You had another name for
it once.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is only fair that those who declined to
avail themselves of the opportunity should
not have an advantag-e over others who did.
In order toi hand out justice evenly we say,
"You eon renew your leases provided yo u
come into line with those who have been
payingi the increased rental." The Bill will
mean that the leases will he automatically
continued until 10l48 if the holders comply
with its provisions. The measure is an ur-
gent one because after the q1st December
the time will have passed. If the leases are
to he eontinued the Act must come into
force on the 1st January next. As the time
between now nod then will not give an op-
portunity to leaseholders to comply with
the provisions of the Bill, we propose to
give them three months in which to make
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up their minds, but the Act itself must come
into force on the 1st January next in order
that t!ie leases may' be continued. Holders
in the North-West would not be aware of
the Passing of this Act by the 1st January,
and will be given three months in -which to
comply with its conditionti. In the mean-
time, they can be notified and they will
therefore be aware of the opportunity that
is being afforded to them. Tfhey will be able
either to let their leases lapse, or take themn
up again under tile vonditions set forth in
the Bill.

Mr. NIarshall: I would not blamne them
too much for the fact of their being ignorant
of the law% on the 81lst January. The Gov-
erment might have awakened a little earlier
than they did.

The MINISTER FOR A.GRICULTURI-,:
That is the provision as regards renewal
and extension of lproposed leasehold;, and
as to leaseholders who have not uip to date
come under the amended law. I may add
that the Land Act requires many amend-
meats. Needless to say, the Government
are not introducing controversial legislation
at this stage of the session.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I do not doubt
that; but "A merciful Providence fashioned
us hollow.'

The 'MINISTER FOR AGRIOULTURV:
The other feature of the Bill is a necessary
amendment as to the Group Settlement
Board. At present the permit to occupy
a group settlement block is a document
which has been issued, and which presum-
ably is a suifficient title for the holder of
a block. It is not actually a title within
the meaning of the Land Act, but none the
less it is a. sufficient title. The document,
owing to the way it is drawn up, has, regard
to the fact that at the time it was issued
group settlements were to some extent ad-
ministered by the Agricutural Bank. For
instance,. the holder contracts personally lo
reside on the block and to carry out all work
required of him by the foreman in charge
of the group, and at his own cost to main-
tain in good and tenantable repair all build-
imgs erected by the Government on the block,
and to give permission to "the general man-
ager" and all persons authorised by him to
enter unrestrictedly upon, and cairry out
ainy required work upon the said block. The
point is that the permit may he revolked at
any time by "the general maniazer."

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We will nut
have it revoked by the board. We will not
have. that.

The MINISTER FOR AGICULTUILS:
At the present time "the general manager,"
which of course means the general manager
of the Agricultural Bank, is Hot adinister-
ing the group settlements,

Hlon. Sir James Mitchell: Hie can be the
general manager for this purpose.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Itle is not to be. Jo fact, the Act does not
say who "the general manager" is. It
simply says "the general manager." The
general manager of the Agricultural Bank
cannot be in any wvay termned general man-
ager so far as group settlement is con-
cerned. The group settlements are now
being administered by a board.

Mr. Mann: A temporary board.
The MINISTER 'FOR AG tUG ULTUttE:

By a board. The hion. member can call it
"temporary" or what be likes.

Mr7. Mlann: But it is temporary.
The MINISTER FOR AU 1110ULTULRE:

That (loes not alter the position. The geni-
eral manager of the Agricultural Bank was
temporarily administering the group settle-
mients, but he is not doing so now. It is
provided that the Group Settlement Board
shall as, from itS constitution on the 25th
March, 1.028, be deemned "the general man-
ager'."' That gives an interpretation to the
term ''general ronnager" as it appears in
the title to the block. hlon. members are
aware that certain blocks have been aban-
doned, if I may urse that expression, and
that it is neessary the permits referring to
them Shall be cancelled. Someone must have
authority to cancel them before the blocks
can be re-allotted. For instance, there are
the unoccupied blocks on the Peel Estate.
Before it 'would be safe to put other per-
sons on those blocks, the original permits
mtost he catncelled.

Fion. Sir Jamnes Mitchell: Oh no!
The MINISTER1 FOR AGRICULTURE:

Yes. It might tnt he poesqible to find the
person- who have the permits.

Hion. Sir James Mfitchell: You do not
riced to. The permit is a permit to occupy,
and thoseq pprsors are not occupvinz.

The )3qN1STF.R FOR AGTRCI 'TTURE:
There is need for someone who can auth-
oritatively cancel existing permits before
sach blocks are re-allotted to anv other per-
nn. Then till( Oraun Settlement Board would
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have the right to pnste other tenants upon
the bloeks. I tWink all hion. Lnembers will
agree as to thu urgent desirability of pres-
sing forward % ith the work of placing peco-
ple upon the blcks in questiou.

lion. Sir Jamies itcxhell: %\ o have re-
settied hundreds of them.

The MIINISTEiI. FOR AUtlIUUiAGiF:
Until someone has authority to plate new
setclers on the holdings referred to-

Hlon. Siv J nines Mitchell: Hundreds have
been re-settled.

The MINIST~h FURl AURICULTURE:
At present no interpretation earn be placed
upon the term "general manager." The
Bill proposes that the Uroup Settlement
Board shall constitute the general man-
ager. Then the hoard will be able to cancel
permits and to settle other people on the
abandoned blocks. The provision in the
Bill merely mecans that the Group Settle-
ment Board will have tile authority origin-
ally vested in the general manager or the
Agricultural Bank.

Mr. Thomson: That is a surprising thin.
Hon. Sir ,James Mitchell: WVe have set-

tied a !lumber of them.
The MITNISTER FOR AGJRiCULTUJRE:

T'he permit granl*.I ims not ai title issued by
the Lands; Department, bitt is simply a per-
mit to occupy tinder certain cenditions. We
also had advic regarding our position, and
it was to the effect that the term "general
manager" does not apply to the board.

Mr. Thomson: That should have been
found out long ago.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
At any rate we have found out 11oW, and we
are entitled to rectify the poio. If it 'is
'asserted that the general manager of the
bank is not the inan to issuie the permits,
that is not so.

Hon, Sir JIames Mitchell: They are is-
sued by the Lands Department.

The rnN1TTFR FOR AGRICULTURE:
They are issiied by the Group Settlement
Roard.

H~on. Sir Jamies Mitchell: No.
The MITNTSTER FOR AORICQILTURE:

And we want the hoard to have the right
to revoke them".

Honi. Sir Janie, Mitchell : There is some-
thing he(hiad this, more than appears o~n
the qurfre!

The MTNISTER FOR? AflRWULTIRE:
The fact remains tliat the term "gzeneral

innnager" rej ers wo the general manager of
twe Agricultural bank,

ar. 'fuoniusonl: And YOU propose to extend
(;hat. authority.

The MINISTER FUIR AUICULTURE.
Yes, to issue thle peruibt, anld to revoke thiem
after they are issued. We have not that
authority, and we are advised it can he doue
in this way. It is advisable that this inter-
pretation shall be placed on the term
ageneral manager" as it appears on the
printed forms. Tihe permits represent a
rough and ready title to the holding, al-
thoug1h it is nkot providedc for in tine Land
Act.

Holt. Sir Jlames Mitchell: It is merely a
permuit to occupy.

Th'e MTINISTER FOR AGRICULTUjRE:
Yes, ai d the holder enters into an agree-
toi Iii etiinp'v wvith certaini conditions, thus
ittititiii lain1 to remain oti thle land. As the
gend alraagcr has the right to issue the
pitnuits uinder cerlIum conditions, hie should
Id.-o hare thle r'ight to revoke them. Now that
the gr-oup settlements are controiled by the
Gr-oup Settlement Board, that hoard must
niveessarilyv hovne tile right to revoke per-
nutls, so that titex' can properly administer
the scheme.

Horn. Sir Janie, M1itchell: It is not a
statutory board.

The ',% INIS'-TER FOR AGRICULTURE:
[las the general mTaager statutory author-
ity?,

Ron. ',it Jame,; '.1itehel: Of course, he
lhas.

Trhn MI1NISTER FPOE AGRICULTURE:
11ws name appears in his official capacity as
general mnamer of the batik, but the Leader
of? the Opposition vannot quote his statutorY

auhoiy!
11mgi. Sir .1ame., Mitchell: Yes, I can.
The MINI STER FOlt AGHIICIT jR1':

1 asked that ver 'y question myself.
Hon. Sir .larnes Mitchell: Why* , we pro-

vide his sahir tinder the Act!
The MINI1STER FOR AGRIICU [,Ti 'RE:

It is neeessaty that the Groutp Settlement
Board shall tx' vested wvith this power, and
the Bill seeks; ti) place in the hands. of the
board thle power that was origin1ally ill the
hands of the general mnanager. The Bill
eontains~ hut two clauses. One deals with the
extension of pastoral leaser and ftac con-
ditions under which they miay be extended,
amnd the othmer places thie desired interpre-
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tation upon the term "general manager" so0
that in the issuing of permits to group set-
tlers, the authority shall be the Group Set-
tlement Board.

Hon. Sir James M1itchell: God help the
group settlers!

The XIINISTERt FOR AGRICULTURE:
Imove-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On mnotion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
debate adjourned.

House adjeunt-ed at 11.35 p~m,

tcatslattvc Council.
Wednesday, 12th December, 1928.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message received from the Governor noti-
fying that be had assented to the following
Bills:-

1, Forests Act Amendment.

2, Bunhury Electric Lighting Act Amend-
menaL

3, Feeding Stuffs.
4, Land Tax and Income Tax.
5, Wheat Bags.
6, Railways Discontinuance.

BILLr-ELECTORAL DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMRNT.

Recommittal.

Rlesumed from the previous day. Hon. J
Coruell in the Chair; the Chief Secretary in
charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported
oii the following proposed new clause moved
by Mr. Harris:-

3. Section 8 of the principal Act is
amended by adding at the end thereof the
following: '',On receipt of such report the
Minister shall cause the same forthwith to be
published iii the 'Gazette.' ''

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am op-
posed to the proposed new clause on the
ground that there is no necessity for it in
view of the ainnounlcement already made by
the Government. As soon as the report is
received by the Government it will be the
duty of the Government, and the Govern-
ment will recognise that duty, to summon
Parliament forthwith. The proposed new
clause is an invitation to the Government to
delay taking action until Parliament mneets
in the ordinary course. If the report should
come along in March, Parliament will he
called together in M.%arch, if that is possible.
So, too, if the report should comne along in
April or 'May or June or early in July, the
(Cinezoment will not wait until the ordinary
time for the meeting of Parliament, namely,
in the last week in July, but will call Parlia-
inent together forthwith. Parliament hias
the rigrht to the first information in this mat-
ter. The report should not be published in
the "Gazette." Parliament should be called
logether at once and the information given
to nmemhers. Already there is provision
for that, and for introducing the Redistri-
bution of Seats Bill without delay. I hope
the bon. member will not insist upon hi-;
amendment.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: It is remarkable
that the Minister should -suggest that the
object of the amendment was to bring abouit
delay.

The Chief Secretory: I did not say that.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: M1y object is that
members of both Houses should have a copy
of the report if Parliament is not going to
meet forthwith on the receipt of that report.
Suppose this session closes next week and
the -report is Presented in say, ,six or eight
weeks' time: as sonon as it is available it will
be szent to the Minister. The Government
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